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25 ITC A AR NR I A 2. 
To the Right Worſhipful Sir Fohn Langham Baroner, 
and to his eldeſt Son Sir James Langham Knight , the 


one, My much honoured Patron, both, my 
worthy and much .valued Friends, 


Right Worſhipful, | 
" "Heſc enſuing Meditations, which were firſt Preached , at your dee 
- fires, upon occaſion of your ſad parting with thar ſwree and bopefis! 
' | Little one, in whoſe liſe ſo much of your Comfort and /ife were 
bound up, 1 make bold, now again, to offer to you, from the Preſs, 
Nat out of.any ambition that I have to be in Print: For 1 know there are fo 
many excellent Sermons, and other Treatiſes, already extant, in Engliſh, 
upon almoſt eyery Subje& in Divinity, that ( with many Readers ) the 
great choice they have, doth even hinder choice, and makes them uncertain 
what to read, Beſides, Iam a little acquainted with the Genius of this 
Age, which is hardly taken with any thing but what is new, or at the 
leaſt, trim*d up after & new Mode an4 Dreſs; an humor , which as 1 - 
have nct learned, ſo neither do I much care to learn the Art of pleaſing, 
All that I have aimed art in this ſmall Picce (how far I have attained ir, 1 
am no competent Judge) is to clear up, and handle kz0wa and praftica! 
cruths, in a p!an and convincixg way , ſo as towork upon the Con/cience, 
with which we Miniſters are chiefly to deal : to ſhew what Reaſon there 
is, why we ſhould take al} well that God doth : and how the Soul may be 
framed to Silence and Submiſſion under Gods n— hand, in his ſharp- 
eſt Diſpenſations, You will ( 1 doubr not ) accept of whar I heredo offer 
you, as in other reſpe&s, ſo becauſe you ſhall here find mention of thar 
Dear One of yours, who, when alive, was accounted by you as your Crown; Proy,; 7.6 
2nd had ſo much room in all your hearts ; and who, though he be gone ; 
"hence out of fieht, (to be ſeen no more by you in this World) will not (1 
believe) in haſt, be out of your minds. 1 know, you meer, every day, with 
ſomething or other thar ſtill repreſents ham to your thoughts ; and your 
ſores being often rubb*d, by thoſe Remembrances, are apt to bleed a freſh, 
Bur here (I hope) you ſhall find nor only what may occaſion your rumi- 
nating upon your loſs , but that alſo which (by the bleſſing of God) may 
conduce to quiet and compoſe your Spirits, to aſſwage your grief, and by 
degrees to raiſe you above it, if not to make you forget your ſorrow alto- 
gerher, The truth is, rhe Conſiderations here ſuggeſted are of unſpeakable 
uſe ro ſupport the Soul, not only under ſuch a croſs as this of yours (which 
yet I confeſs is heayy) bur under all griefs and troubles wharſoeyver. In 
which reſpe&, theſe Cordials, which were (in the firſt place) prepared for 
you, may ſervefor others of Gods Sons and Daughters of affligion, to re- 


vive and chear them alſo in their ſufferings, a 


Gen 44.30, 


Oo CC En 


Of my Addreſs, ar this time, to you ( if any defire a further Reaſun ) 
rhis is rhe account. There being ſome -neceſlity of 'prifiting this Sernion, 

L was very willing to take the opportunity of preſenting you with it, as a 

Teſtimonial (lirtle things, you know, do often fignifir great matters ) of 

my very great obligations to you, The cruth is, this piece (I would it were 

more worthy for'your ſakes) is yours upon a double account; toth be- 

cauſe it was preached art yourdefires, and with reference principally , to 

comfort you under the ſad aſfliftion before-mentioned : and becauſe you 

have made the Author himſelf yours by your manifold fayours to him, To 

the Right Worſhipful Sir Jobs; my honoured Patron, ewe my preſenta» 

£i9N to this place, which (though I had alſo a concurrent, and unanimous 

call from the people, without any contradition ) he freely conferred upon 

me, being moyed to it by that good opinion of me, which he was pleaſed to 

entertain, withour any ſuir of mine, or ſolicitation of any other in my be- 

half, Here I do (I bleſs God for it) by his means enjoy a comfortable ſul>- 

-Epiſt. Ded, be fiſtence, and car nor the bread, cither of direft or indire& Simony : a mere 
fore the Book cy, which (Reverend Mr. Samu:l Hilderſam tells me ) manyof our Cloth 
| of his reverend do not (the more is the pity) through the corruption of = times enjoy, 
Father , called Since thar, I, and mine haye, from you and yours, upon all occaſions, re- | 
The Dottrine of ceived very many favours, and real kindneſlcs ; among which, I account 
Faſting, &c, that reſpeR you havealwayes ſhewed, and the countenance you have givcn | 
ro my Miniſtry, not the leaſt, So that I haye had cauſe, and Rill-haye ro i 

bleſs God for you, who hath (by you) freed me from much oppoſition , 0- 

chers of niy Brethren have (in the lace times) met with, and vouchſafed : | 


me much encouragement in my work, they haye wanted, This I (here) 
| willingly do, and upon all occaſions ſhall make a thankful acknowledge- 
3 | ment of, and haying no berter way to expreſs my gratitude, ſhall do it by &*- 
64] my prayers for you, and ſerviceableneſs (as I am able) to your ſouls, fe | | 
The God of:Heaven require all your loye, .and nwltiply his mercies up= 
on you and yours, his diſtinguiſhing mercies ſpecially 3 make up your late 
{ad loſs by giving to you, and continuing with you other Sons ( as hope= 
= ful ) in the room of thar dear one, whom he hath taken to himſelf $ how- 
ever vouchſafe-you a name berter th. that of Sons and Daughts's, teach 
F Dfa 56.5. you to live by Faith, give you more and more to know what belongs to 
| -1 Jo1.1.3, Communion with the Father, and the Lord Feſus Chriſt (a fayour, in come 
pariſon of which no-ourward mercy-is worth the mentioning) and take de- | 
light to uſe you, and yours afcer youy as bleſſed Inſtruments of his-Honor, 


This isthe unfeigned prayer of 


| | =. Your Worſhips very much obli- 
CottesLyook,, April ged ſervant. in the Lord, 


THO, BURROUGHS, 
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Pſalm 393 þ7 


1 was dumb, 1 opened not my mouth ; becauſe this 
did ſt it. 


v4), S touching the Author , and Pen-man of 
= this Pſalm , there is no queſtion, Bur if 

53 1 were asked, ar what time,and upon what 
== F/ Particular occaſion, it Was written, I could 
not ſo eaſily give an anſwer, Nor Is it 
much material to our purpoſe. This is 
enough , and may certainly be gathered 
from the centext, that che Pſalm relates to ſome very ſore, 
and heart-piercing affligion 'under which the Prophec 
groan'd. Jt may be it was the rebellion of that ungractous Son 
of his, 45ſal-m : ſome paſſages in the Plalm ſeem to look 
that way. Haply it might be ſome other croſs: for he was 4 


man of ſorrows, and acquainted with griefs ofall kinds, like as xc,,,'x 41 


the Lord Jeſus, of whom he was an eminent Type. What« 
ever it was ailed him, 'tis ſure, it was ſuchan affliction, as 
he thought would have killed him, ſuch an.one, that if God 
ſhould not ſpeedily put at end to his miſery , he made no 
other account , but that his miſery would quickly make an 
end of him, This may be colle&ed from ver. 4. and 13. 
It was ſuch an one , that the grief and ſorrow it had cauſed, 
aid eat » and conſume himlike a math, vir, 13, There was 

B ſitch 


( 3-) "8 
ſuch rempeſt of paſſion raiſed in his ſoul, by reaſon of his 
preſent afflition, that his faith and patience were put.co ir 
to the uttermoſt, and all the grace he had was .bur lictle e- 
nopzh to keep him from daſhing, and being ſplic upon the 
rotks. In this ſad caſe, what it was relieved, and eaſed his 
ſoul , what it was quieted , and tilled the tempeſt, is more 
worth our inquiry; and herein, the Holy Ghoſt was pleaſed 
not to leave us at a loſs , but hath ordered that it ſhould be 
recorded, for the good of all the ſons and daughters of affli- 
Rion,to the worlds end, that they may learn what they have 
ro do when they are(a) »fi$ed and toſſed with tempeſts,vihen . 
their heartsare upon apy (ad ogcafion, (H)ca/t down and dif 
quieted-wirhin them,And'to that end God hath commanded 
this holy man, in the words of my Text, to tell you ; 

I, What a range cre was-wrought upon him, 
CROEPORIT What the remedy was he uſed for that purpoſe.. The 
7 / oy fe firt ip theſe words ; 1 was. dumb, I apened not my month: the . 

me] ac proinde ſecond in theſe ; becauſe thou aidft it, Therempelt that was. 
erravit in bujtts in his ſoul ceaſeth, and there isa calm; and it was his faith 
loci taterpreta= preſenting God unto his ſoul, from whoſe hand the afliti- 
03, on came, that madeall hyſh't and quier. 
I hallexplain.the Texc, in the handling of the ſeyeral 
Do&rines. 
Time will nat permic me to ſtand gathering all the pre- 
cious fruits (that otherwiſe I might) which grow upon this 
Tree of Paradiſe ; all the Do&rines which this Text would - 
afford ; I ſhill therefore colle& butthree. 


(a)Eſa.g4.11. 
(b) Plal.4z.5. 


Do. 1, Thar nothing in the world is more ſure, than that all the . 
evils of affliction which befall us, come from the han of. 
Ds6,.2 God. 


That nothing doth better become us, when God lays 
his hand uPon us, than to be dumb 5 and not 7 open our 
mouths, 

That nothing is more effeRual ro Make us dumb under 
Do, 3. Gods cotreing hand, than this very conſideration , that it 
25 Gods hand from which our afligions come, 
 Forthe firſt, This 1s a thing we may reſolve upon, when 

- any 


any evil ofafflition berides us, '7:, God! doing; Ler the ins 
- ; frumenrts and ſecond cauſes be who,and what they will,this 
F is certain, Gods hand is in all. | 
'Tam not, at preſent, any Whit concerned to meddfe 
with the poinr of Gods providence , in or about the evil of 
/7» , and therefore ſhall paſs it by. Our buſineſs is abouc 
the hand that God hath ih the evils of affiii:on avd miſery, 
( ftricly fo called ) and thoſetonly which lighe upon the 
ſons and daughters of men in this life : ſich as be pains, 
diſeaſes; lofles and croſſes ineftates, and children, death 
of friends, and dear relations , with all others of the like 
nature, which ate many more than'can eaſily be numbred, 
| I deal not now with the meritorious cauſe of mens ſuffer- 
Ings in theſe kinds, which cannot be denied to be ſin. 'Tis 
the author from whence they come , and by whom they are 
inflicted, thatI am to ſpeak of ; And we may be bold to 
ſay, '7is God, I know Phyſitians Will cell us, that this, 
EE and that is the cauſe of ſuch and ſuch a diſeaſe: and there 
are few other diſaſters and calamities befall men , but haply 
cauſes ( with caſe } may be afſignedof them , and we may - 
ſay it was long of this thing; and that, elſe all had been 
well, Bur when all is ſaid, God is the caſe of cauſes, and (a) Job x8. 
there is none of theſe things happen to any , bur there is Lam.z.12, 
an hard of Divine providence , whieh' orders and diſpoſeth (?) Job x. rz. 
them 3 Goddorh all, fors © 4 VOViÞ 31 -.0C | 'D, Pa.31-252 
x. He finglethout the (a) perſon thatis to ſuffer, Jy, 25 
2, He appointeth whar the (5) afflition (hall be, (d)Gen.x5.13 
3, Ke ſerteth down the (c) time when, Rev.2,10, 
4. He derermineth (4) how long. © - (e)Mar.26.55. 
5. He afſigneth rhe-(e) place whefe: ; 101-{f ) Job 1 12+ 


4 4. and2,6, 


6. He preſcribes (f)the manner how? Wo 

| 7. He (g) weighs the meaſure, how niuch, a hrs a 
8. He orders (h) all ſecond cauſes 'and means. __ Pathrohis ans 
9. He (:) layes the affliction on, ger Bo? 


: . -To, He governs and guidesevery ( k ) contingency, (b) Joh.1g.rx 

78 0 None of theſe things come to paſs at an adventure, or by CR gt. bac; 

«1 chance; nor are ſecond cauſes ſo left to thernſelves; = ADA 6 
nor att IC ig = 


{ Plal.g1.5: 
Lam.3.12, 
mnking. 22, 
24. 


bs. 


a 4" | | 
that God Joth ſupetviſe, ind a, -and order all in all; . To 
inſtance in the caſe of fickneſg;' it is Gods doing that this 
diſeaſe, finds out this perſon , juſt at. this time, in this wery 
place, holds him ſo long, handles him thus and: thus, that he 
5 now better, and now worſe, and that at laſt, he either re- 
covers ,or dies. There is nothing of | fortune or meer 
chance in-any of theſe chings, And 1t 18 ſo in all other af- 
flitions.. AfiRigns in Scripture are compared to (4) ar- 
rows,but they are n@t.like that, (») which I know not who,. 


ſhot at , he could not tell whom, and hic him he could nor. 


cell where, and hurt him he knew not bow . much, or how: 
lictle; but did all zt a venture. /No! theſe arrows ate ſhot 
by an Almighty. hand , guidedto their . mark: by an #nerring 
w1iſdome, according to a will that is r:ghteonſneſs and holineſs 
itſelf, 

' If you demang how this may be proved, I ſhall evidence 
it by two ſorts of Teftimonles, 

1... The Teſtimony of the. beſt, and moſt holy perſons - 


The Teſtimony char yeread of in Scripture. Let the Sabeans and (halde- 


of rhe godly. 


# Job 1.21, 


4s plunder Fob of his eRate, ler the Devil bimſclf raiſe a - 
wind to blow down the houſe upon his childrens: heads , 
and ſlay them all ; Feb will tell you, (=) It was Gerd from: 
whom be had recerved ſo much good, that now ſent upon 


" bimall this ez; It.was God, who firit gave him that eftare, 


02 SÞmp,16.11 
p Þfal.n2.4+ 


1 


q Plat 37-13, 


chat now took it away again ; It was God who had giver - 
him thoſe children, that -did now bereave. him of them : 
God hath given, God hath taken, bleſſed be the Name of the 
Lord, Let Shim come out, and throw ſtones at David as 
he paſſeth along , let him cutſe and ſpit venome ar bim, 
according to his pleaſure ; the holy, man looks upward, 
and both ſees, and owns Gods hand in' this, (s ) God 
hath bidden him.curſe David, Let wicked perſons rage and 
perſecute, as if they thought not.only their ( pJ-rongues, 
but their hands were their. own to do: what they liſt, with- 
out any Lord over them ; the Propher (for all-that ) Tooks 
upon them, but as «(q) ſword-in the hand of God; over-ruled 
and ordered by him, And as to. the. buſineſs of diſeaſes,. 


hear 


| +1 
hear what he faith, Whom our bleſſed Saviour commends -- | 
bl for a faith that was greater than any he found in 1ſrae!: - 
T They come and go, ſeize upon a perſon , and depart from 
him, juſt as God gives them Commiſſion. to go or come z 3 
(r) When he ſaith Go they go,when he ſauth Cone, they came; t Mar.8.g; 
what he commands, that they do. SEK | 

: 2, But What need we any farcher witneſſes of this truth ? 
Hear what God himſelf ſaich to this point ; and that not The Teftimeny 
once or tivice, but often ; not obſcurely,and in parables, but of God himſelf, 
plainly and exprefly. 1 ſhall quote you but two or three 
Texts, and your ſelves, if you mind them , may meet wich 
many ſcores of them in your reading, ( / ) I form the light, | 
aud create darkneſs, 1 make peace , and create evil, I the i 2-45-7- 
Loyd do all theſe things, What can be more clear ? Hearken 
again, (t)- This people turns not to him that. ſmites them, Eſa.g.1;. 
; Whos that ? the next wards tell you , either do they ſeek. 
/ the Lord of Hoſts. Hearken once more, (4)Shall there be e. # Amos 3.6. 


i vil in the City, and the Lord hath not done it > As if he ſhould 
#. ſay, Itisnot poſſible there ſhould. © And there 1s the ſame 
; reaſon for the Countrey too. - There is no evil at all ( thar 
| is of aflition) either in City or Ccuntrey, but ye ſee God 


owneth it as his doing; and if he'own it as his doing, we 

may boldly ſay it is ſo. -/And to ſpeak to- the-point of dit- 

eaſes; Hence it 1s that God(w )threatneth to ſend fickneſles,  Deur. 28.27, 
and promiſeth to remove them , according as he ſhall be 22. & 7.15... 
pleaſed or diſpleaſed with a people , to ſhew that his hand : 
doth all theſe things : And the truth is; he that denieth him 
this-providence, doth in effe&, deny him to be God. 

To clear this point a little { for I muſt not dwell upon it) 1 
and to prevent ſome obje&ions which our carnal and - 
TY will be making againſt it, take theſe three . 

ules.. | 
I,- That: which is hard for us to doy yea more, that p,, _- 
which 18 1mpoſſible for us to- conceive how it ſhould be i 
done, is eafie for God toeffe&t. We are apt to think, how 
can this de? That: ſo many thouſand things , ſo various ; 
allthe world over , ſhould be. governed apd ordered by a , 

| pros: - 


_ providence ? But alas! What is the World and all that is 
(x)Efa,40,15. 10 it unto God ? ( x) Behold the nations are as the drop of a 
bucket , and are counted a5 the ſmall duſt of the ballance , bo- 

(5) Ver, 17, bold he takes up the Iſles as a very little thing, (y) All natt- 
ons before him are as nothirg , and are counted to him leſs than 

(3) Ver.12, nothing. (+) He muaſureth the waters inthe hollow of bu 
hand, and meteth heavenwuh a (pan, What toil , or la- 
 bour , what difficulry then can there be to him, in the or- 
dering of all theſe things! Know, ( Oman ! ) it is infinit» 

ly eafier for the great God to govern the World, and-all 
things in ic,(though there be ſo many Myriads of creatures ) 
than 1t is for the wiſeſt amiong men , to order and govern 
the ſeveral affairs of a ſmal facnily, that conſiſts but of three 
or four perſons. 

Rule 2, 2, Thar things fa]l out otherwiſe than we think they 
ſhould , or good men could wiſh, is no argument to prove 
they are not ordered by God, That afflicions lighe upon 
ſuch , as we Concelve were fitteſt of all others to be ſpared, 
will not prove they come not from Gods hand, We think 
it pity, ſuch a tender bud ſhould ſo quickly be nipt by death, 
we think ic might have been better , if he had been ſuffered 
to grow ſtill, What a deal of ſervice might he ( in time ) 
have done for God ? What an inſtrument might he have 
becn of Gods glory > Burt who made your thoughe the rules 
that God mult go by in the ways of his providence ? Muſt 
things either be ordered as we judge fit , or elſe will we de- 
ny or doubt of Gods having any hand in them ? I confeſſe 
ſome of the Heathens have , upon this account,detfied For- 

Pittiix cauſa Tune , and attributed the Government of things under che 

Deo pl:cuit, ſed Sun to that blinde Goddeſs of their own ſetting up. Burt 

<i&.a Caroui, this is 'to take too much upon us With a witneſs: this 1s no 

—_ _— aid [efs than dammable preſumption , for us to preſctibe God 

ſerv of 4bems, Choſe rules , which if he wilt not goby, and-be tied to, 

that what wiſe We Will not own and acknowledge his providence in the 

men debated , World any longer. (a) Hz thinghts arenot our thoughts , 

fools judged of. ye;rher are our ways his ways, For as the heavens are higher 

A") Efa55:329 ban the earth, ſe arc bis ways higher thas our ways, and his 
thoughts thanour thoughts, | 3+ Thowgh 


me 0 le is res ag ni. DW. 
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% 
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Though many things ſeem co come to'paſs by meer 5 
_ N itdoth 45m, fo , for there is no Fach rg —_— 
There is a ſecret unſeen hand of providence , that ordereth 
every motion and cyent, even thoſe which are moſt (5) ca. (b)Ex0.21.13; 
ſual, That inſtance, which 1 hinted before , is very re- romPirc 
markable, among many, God had, by Micaiah, told 4957 
hab, before he went to 'Ramoth G lead, whar he muſt cruſt 
to, (c) If thou come again in ſafety (ſaith the man of God) 7 (5) 1 King.22 
am no Prophet : But how was his death effeted? (4) A U Verſe 2 
certain man drew a bow at 4 venture , and an invi—gble hand * 7 ”P 
of providence guides the arrow to the right man, and di-. 
res ic to hit the right place jult between the joynts of his ar- 

-our, and there to give him his deaths wound, The Scrip- 

tur ( Ideny not ) doth ſomerimes ſpeak of chance. (e ) 2) Suk 6 
T ime and chance happeneth to all : and (f) By chance (faith 4) Luka _ - 
our Saviour) there came down a certain Pri:ſt that way. But 

that is according to us, and ſo faras we areable todiſcern, 

white we look upon ſecond cauſes : for when we are ar a 

loſs (as very oft we are) and kno\v not Waence ſuch or ſuch 

a thing is, we uſe to ſay,ir happens by chance , and in a ſenſe 

we may doſo, Bur all this while , there is no ſuch thing 

as meer chauce, Meer chance, I call that, when things come 

to paſs, not only in ſuch a way, of which we are able to 

oive no account, and by ſuch means as we are notaware of, 

but in ſuch a way alſo, that God hath nothing, by his pro- 

vidence todo in the ordering or diſpaling of them. This . 

to think is blaſphemous. For ſtill in the moſt caſual events, 

and greateſt Contingencies, there is an inviſible hand of the 
infinitely-wiſe God, that linketh one thing to another, 

though in ſuch a way , that we know not, nor that is fit we 

ſhould know how, 

A wcrd only of application, and I paſs to the next 0, 
Daocttine, T.ct no man then ſay, when any-afflition lights 
upon either him, or his, This came by chance , it was my 
hard hap, or iny d:d fortune, The Apollle cells us, (g) hen 
a manus tempted, hs mt not ſay, he is tempted of God : But 
when a man is affliged, he may ſafely ſay , yea he ought £9 


ſay, 


(8) Jam.1. 121 
13, 


ſay, 'Tis God affi?s him.. The blinde and Heatheniſh 
Philiſtims-(indeed) when they ſmarted under Gods judce- 


bh 15$Sam.6.9, 


Eſa. 9,13. 
Doi 2, 


Is 
"What is 1:0t 
mcant by this 
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þ Veries, 
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ments, fanſied it might be(+) orily ſome chance had happened 
unto them, and there wasan end : Bur as for uswe have bcen 
taught ro know God better than ſo, and therefore ought 
ro entertain no ſuch- Paganiſh concelts. -Ir is our duty co 
ſee and acknowledge Gods hand. 1n all the blows chat light 
upon us, and #0 twrn-(:) to by! that rikes us, 

We proceed to the ſecond DoArine, v:z. 

That, nothing doth become us better, when God layes 
his hand upon us, than to be dumb , and to take heed we 
open not our mouths, God (ye ſce,) hath here ſer before us, 
the Prophet for a pattern, that of him ve may learn how to 


. Carry our ſelves under our ſufferings. 


'We ſhallenquire what kind of dumbreſs and filence, this 


.of the Pſalmiſt was, which he is commended for, and which 


would ſo well beſeem us when we ſmart-under the Rod of 
God, -and then the -Do&rine will be, ina great meaſure, 
evident by its own light, | 

We ſhill proceed in our enquiry : 1. Negatively ; to pre- 
vent miſtakes: 2. Poſitively , and ſhew you what it doth 
1mport, | ; | 

Firſt, Negatively ( to,paſs by this, that it is not to be 
ſuppoſed, that ic was any dumbneſs in the proper and lue- 
ral ſenſe.) 

'T. This dumbneſs doth not import any ſuch thing, as 
if the-Prophet had been brought ro tha: paſs, that he had 
nothing tc ſay to God, by way of prayer, and ſupplicacion, 
He was not ſo d#mb , but that he could fray ard cry tor ; 
(k) Deliver me(ſaih he )from all my tranſgr-ſſions, and maks 
ze ot the r. proach of the fooliſh, And again, (1!) Remove thy 
firoke away from me. Hear my prayer, O Lora | give ear unto 
mY Cry , hold mot thy peace at my tears, And ſo, (#:) at an- 
other time, when he was as dumb, and openzq his mouth 
as little as now ,, ye ſhall yet read of his cryino 12 the da 
tae, and in the meght ſcaſon alſo ; yea, It is exprefly we 
ke reared, and was pot ſilent, Nay 1 this caſe we are com- 

ET | manded 


ry 
manded to pray and cry (on this faſhion) and not to ſpare.” ' 
(») 15 any mas affiifted (faith the Apoltle) let him pray,And » Jam, s, oy 
O 1ſracl (faith rhe Propher)(s) return nnto the Lord thy God, 0 Hoſ.4.x,a, 
for thou haſt fallenby thine mquit) : Take with you words,arnd 
turn unto the Lird, and ſay unto him, Take away all imquity, 
and recerve us graciouſly, 
2. Nor was he ſo dumb, as that he could not frame to 
the confeflion and bewalling of his fins. *Tis true the Pro- 
phert was once troubled with ſuch a dumb' ſpiric , chat he 
could not (for awhile) be brought ingenuouſly to acknow- 
ledge what he had done amiſs : But this was a filence; that 
did neither tend to pleaſe God, nor conduce any whir to his 
own eaſe and comfort, (p) hen he kepe filerce , (thus) his y pray yy 
bones waxed old through his roaring all th: day long. So that 
he was forced to confeſs all, and to keep the Devils coun- 
ſel no longer, he (q) confeſſed his ſin to God, and aid not _ 
hide his intquity, and then found eaſe. Yea,whereas the Ho- 1 ves 
'F ly Ghoſt dire&s us , when God affli&s us , (r) to ſit aloe, y Lam.3.2,29 
: and to keep ſilence, to put our mouths in the duſt , that is, (in 
the Plalmifts phraſe) tbe dumb ( forall comes to one) he 
commands us alſo, (/) to ſearch and try our wayes, to lift up 
hearts and hands to heaven and cry ; We have tranſgreſſed we { V<149,41,42 
have rebelled. | 
3. Nor was it a dumbneſs of Rupidity and ſenſleſneſs. 
Ic doth nor imply any ſuch thing, as if by degrees he grew 
co thac paſs, he cated not for, or made no matter ofHis af- 
fliion ; bur ſer (as the Proverb is) an hard heart, againſt 
his hard hap. No, he did ( for all his filence ) make his 
moan to God, andas he ſmarted, ſo he did lament under 
the ſenſe of his afliting hand : Hear how bitterly this 
dumb man complains in this very Pſalm , (rt) Remove thy, 
ſtroke away fro: me, I am con/umed with the blow of thy | * © 
hand, When thou with rebukes doſt correft man for iniquity, 
thou makeſt his beauty to conſum? as a moth. Read the Pſalm 
38. alſo» and ye ſhall have him in the ſame tune again, 
4. Neither was he ſo dumb; as not to anſwer Gods voice 


In the Rod that was upon him. God hath many wayes 
3 whereby 


— T5 
| whereby he ſpeaks to-man, one of thern is by his Rod : $0. 
u Micah 6:9+ the Prophet tells you(#)T he Lords voce cryeth to the City. 
. hear ye the rod, and who bath appointed it. 'Tis ſullenneſs and 
ſtubbornneſs, 'cis fign a man is poſſefled with a Dutnb De- 
vil indeed , that will nor return an anſwer when God 
ſpeaks to him , ſo far 18 it from being any commendable 
filence. 
$5. Much leſs (laftly) was he dumb and kept filence in a- 
ny ſuch ſort as they did of whom Amos ſpeaks ( according 
Gualter in toc, 28 ome expound the place )chat in their miſery took up a re- 
ut &+ Mercerys Tolution to mention the name of God no more, 1n whom they 
w Amos 6; 10, had gloried formerly. ( w) Hol4 thy peace, for we may not 
make mention of the name of the Lord ; Talk no more of Re- 
ligion, and of Gods ſervice, Some make theſe to be the 
words of forlorn and deſperate wretches that regarded not 
Large Annotat God at all, nor would once make mention of his name, 
though ar the laſt gaſp , bur rather ſhunned ir as ominous. 
x Job 21,16, (x) The counſel of ſuch wicked wretches was far. from our 
Propher : he fill profefleth his hope in God , and re- 
ſolves he would nor be driven away from God , for all this 
zVaſ.7, that had befallen him, for (y) Now Lord (ſaith he) what 
wait 1 for ? my hope is even in thee. 
RY Secondly, Affirmatively , How then is this .dumbneſs to 
Whar is meant be underſtood ? and what doth it import ? That I ſhall 
by this dumb- ſheyy you in the nextplace, Bur this I muſt firſt premiſe in- 
nels, the g&neral, that the ſilence in my Text is not of the voice 
and tongue alone , but of the heart and ſoul alſo. For 
chough men hear only thoſe words which come our of our 
lips; yet with God , even the moſt retired thoughts and 
motions of our ſouls do go forwards , and he takes cogni. 
zance and knowledge of them. If (z) the fool do but ſay any 
thing i» his heart, God hears it, and can charge him with ir. 
The Prophets heart and tongue were both dumb* ( and ſo 
muſt ours in the like caſe ) and that in five reſpeRs. 

i» He was dumb ſo as neither co complain of, nor quar- 
rel with Gods providence, nor to entertain any hard 
thoughts againſt him ; complain jo God he did, bur goin 

1. 


a Pſal.1 4. 1» 


(7) 


him he durſt not, Fourn under Gods hand hedid ; and 
knew he might , but to mwrmmre he knew was ſinful and 
dangerous, and therefore as to that was dumb. No doubt 
he had ſinful rifings and motions in his heart ( who doth 
not feel them ? ) butby prayer and meditation he did en- 
deavour to quell and ſtifle them, as faſt as they bubled up. 
When the waves of the ſea leave rolling, and the tempeſt -# 
ceaſcth, the ſeais ſaid robe (a) ſet and dumb. Now 1; ,-..: 
our hearts are by nature like the (5) raging ſea when it can- Sula, megi- 
_ nt reſ (Gods own people find it too much ſo with them, woo. | 
through the imperfeRion of their ſanRification) caſting up 9 Eſa. 57.20. | 
mire aud dirt, Ah, what tempeſts and ſtorms are often rai- 

ſed in our ſpirits by that paſſion, and pride , and ſelf-love, 

and impatience, and diſcontent,which the belt are nor per- 

feAly freed from ? Now what doth the Pſalmiſt do in this 

caſe ? He ſaith ro his heart ( enabled by the grace thar was 

in him) as Chriſt did unto the ſea,. Peace, be dumb, and 

thereupon a calm followed, Job is commended by the 

Holy Ghoſt for this dumbneſs, (c) 1» all this he ſinned not, © JoÞ 1.2.2, 
zor charged God fooliſhly, We think we have a great deal 

to ſay againſt what God doth , and we could hold argu- 

ment, as we imagine, with God himſelf, if we might be 

ſuffered. But it is meet (4) the ignorance of our fooliſh hearts 4 2 Pet. 2.5. 
ſhould be ſilenced, (e) Nay, but O man, who art thou that re. © Ron1.9.20, 
plieft againFt God ? See the carriage of the Pſalmiſt at ano- 

ther time, in the like caſe (or rather of our blefled Saviour, 

of whom thar Pſalm was a Prophecie) 7 (f ) cry in theday f Plaran,,;, 
time, aud thou heareſt not ,, and in the night ſeaſon-e---- But 

thou art holy, He (g) was afflifted and oppreſſed , yet opened , xc, 2 

zot he his mouths es a ſheep before the ſhearer 1s dumb, ſo0-h ; King.&. 337 
pened not he his mouth , though none ever met with that in- 


ar" : == Glad tot die 
Jurious, baſe, and unworthy uſage he did. you | 
2, He was dumb : that 1s, He neither did nor durft quar- ds pres, 
rel or fall out with the wayes of holineſs for all his ſuffer- new corrupt; 
ings. A thing we are naturally prone unto. ( 4) This evil 15 moribus evi > 
from the Lord, (ſaith that wicked King Jehoram)what ſhould FR longe 
I wait for the Lord any longer ns he was, and did, = 4 abets. by" 
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all are , and ſhould do ,' if we were lefe unto our ſelves? 
Once the P:almit rells us he was -neer to have done ſo. He 
began to think he had (:) waſhed his hands inwaiz, becauſe 
all the day long he had been plagued, and chaſined every mot - 
zing, bur in the end he calls himſelf (& ) fool and beaſt for ſo 
doing, Jobs wife was ſet on by the D:vil to petſwade her 
husband to this, (1) (re God (faith ſhe) and ate : wilt thoy 
ftill retain thy integrity ? But he goo man, was dumb, had 
nothing of chat kind to ſay, yea, he abhorred the ſuggeſtion; 
Thou ſpake#t (faith he) /ike a fooliſh woman, Hz liked Re- 
lizion and thz wayes of godlineſs never a whit the worſe for 
all the evils that had befallen him. 

3. He was dutnb, ſo as nor to defend himſelf, or juſtifie 
hisown wayes before God, as if they were righteous, and 
he had net deſerved what he ſuffered, Yea, he (m1) ac- 
know'edgeth bis aflition was procured by his fins , and 
implores Gods mercy for the pardon of them. Sometimes 
indeed he ſtands upon his own defence, and pleads his in- 
nocency and (z) righteouſneſs , bur that is in reſpe& of 
men, from whom he had deſerved no ſuch ill meaſure, as 
be mer with from their hands. But when he hath to do 
with God, and ſo far as his aflictions are Gods doing , he 
hath nothing to ſay for himſelf, Ir is enjoyned to ſervants 
as a duty, in reſpect of their earthly Maſters, that they do 
ot (0) anſwer again, that is, that they be not ſuch as will 


ph Ter allt-be alwayes juſtifying themſelves, andtand it our, and ne- 


atyollas. on 


reſpouſatores, 
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ver yield they be in any faulr , but maunder as if they. 
thought they were alwayes chidden and blamed undeſer- 
vedly. Yea, they are commanded to (p) be ſubjett with all 
fear, not ouly to the good and gentle, but alſo to the froward. 
And if this be the duty of ſervants to their Maſters who are 
but men, much more doth it bzcome us, when God cor- 
recs us, to be.dumb.and ſilent, to take heed of any ſuch an- 


- ſwering again, 


4. He was dumb, ſo as to hearken to the voice of the 
(9) Rod. TI (+) will ( faith he inanother place ) hearkesx 
what God faith, Now a man cannot liſten to another while 
he 


—- 


he will have all the talk and diſcourſe to himſelf, Many : 
there bz , which abound in their own ſenſ2, thac ,will not. 
be perſwaded to hold their peace , and hear others ſpeak. 
While God is corretting us, he is ( [} teaching us in bis Law; [i194 12. 
ſhewing us our ſins,calling upon us for reformation,reading YVex4'0 dat i3- 
us a Leaure of Repzntance, when he takes away any crea- '*etum, 
ture-comfort that we promiſed our ſelves too much from, 
he doth as it were ſay, will ye bealwayes (:) for/akias the t Jera. rg. 
fountarn of li ng waters > Will ye never leave digging to your 
{elu.s broken Cilterns ? Ho'v often mult I break your reeds 
ere you will learn to take heed of leaning over much upon 
them ? When we begin to think of taking up on this ſide 
Fordan , and then finda thorn in our neſt, what doth ſuch 
a providence ſay, bur («) You have forgot your reſting place, 
(w) Ariſe, depart, this 1s not it, Would you be in Canaan, * Ir:59.6. 
2fore you be out of the Wiiderneſs > Now when God is” <3-19- 
thus diiciplining of us, It is meet we ſhould ſay ro hin, 
Lord (w) teach me, and 1 will hold my tongus, and cauſ: me yy Job 6.2.4. 
to underftand wherein I have erred, (x) That which 1 fer x Jo» 34 32. 
not, teach thou me, audif I have done wmiquity, I will do [o 
20 ore, But this cannot be till we flence our own carnal 
reaſonings, and make fleſh and blood to hold its tongue, 
5. Lally, the Propher was dumb : that is, he did ac- 
quie{ce, and reſt ſatisfied with Gods diſpenſation, and thar 
- not only as good, but as beſt, Job ſpeaking how it was with 
him in his proſperity, tells us, that (y) unto him men gave Jeb29.00 
ear, ad waired axd kept ſilence at his counſel ; the meanins* 2 TORR 
is, by their ſilence, they gave conſent to what he ſ1iq; they 
ſhewed, by holding their peace, their approbation of what 
he ſpake, confeſt better counſel could not be given ; and 
that therefote'it was to no purpoſe to ſay any more , ſecing 
his advice and counſel could nor be mended. It is much 
more meet we ſhould be thus ſilent before God, who work- 
eth by an infinite and urerring wiſdome, and therefore (&) ©4737. 
doth all things well, Thus ye read of Hezekiah when ſore ca- 


| lamities had been threatned from God by the Prophet, hz 


ſaich no more, bur (a) Good ts the Word of the Lord, by his a Efa.39.8. 
filence 
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filence ſubſcribing to Gods wiſdome and goodneſs in all his 
providence, Fe | ; 

By what hath been ſaid, we may conceive, what this yh 
dumbneſs of the-Prophet was, wherein he is by the Holy 
Ghoſt propounded co us , for an example to imitate, when 
ever We ſhall feel Gods hand lye heavy upon us in any affli- 
Qion, 

, How fit and meet it is, that we ſhould lay hands upon 
' our Mouth , and impoſe a Law of filence upon our ſelves, 
In th: manner ſpecified ; what motives there be to perſwade 
co it, and by what means ſuch a frame of ſpirit may be-at- 
_—_ , will appear farther in the next Do&rine, to which ; 
"MY I haſten, 
Dot, 3, There isno ſuch way to make us 44125, when God ftrikes 
us, as this very conſideration , that it is Gods hand that is 
upon us. Ye ſee this was it that turned the ftorm, in 
the Pſalmiſts ſoul, into a ca/-z, and made all the tumulcu- 
ous rifings in his heart to vaniſh. When he bethoughc hime 
ſelf of this ſerioufly , chat it was Gods doing, the uproar 
among his affeQtions Ceaſed. Juſt as the appearing of ſome 
Ac veluti mag grave perſon, or man of Authority, is enough to ſcatter an 
20 in populo ynruly rout, and to reduce thzm to ſome good behaviour, 
cum ſepe cotta though they were all in a combultion before : ſuch an effe& 
| mpr———_y will the preſenting of God to our ſouls, by faith , work a-« 
+ "ay movg our diſcompoſed affe&tions, (5) I: rs 1 ( ſaith our 
Virg. Saviour ) be not afraid, The ſaine argument will ſerve to 
bMar,14.27, Qlifle any other ſinfulmotions of the heart. Ir is God, be 
not impatient, do not fret ; It is God, do not murmure, 

nor repine, _ ; 
There are three great duties of -a Chriſtian ( yea, all 
Chriſtianity is comprized in theſe three) Faith in God, 
Obedience to him, and Patience under his hand. And by 
one and the ſame way the ſoul 1s framed, and bowed to the 
practice and performance of them all. Look as there is no 
way to work the ſoul to faith, but the conſideration of 
this ; That it is God that (praks; And no way to bow it to 
obedience , but this conſideration ; /t 75 God that _ 
manas « 


| (15) | 
»14nds 3 So. there is no way to frame the ſaul to a patient 
ſubmiſſion (the dumbneſs we ſpeak of) under afli&ion, bur 
this conſideration, * Tis God that doth it, The looking up- 
on 2 promiſe as made by God, will ſtrengthen the ſoul to 
believe it, againkt all arguings and obje&ions of fleſh and 
blood : The looking upon a command as given by God, 
will framethe ſoul ro the obedience of ic, falt back, fall 
edoe, The looking upon an affliftion as coming frem 
God, andlaid on by his hand, will make a man dumb and 
flent , will make him patient and calm; able to give up 
himſelf tobe done with , as God ſhall think fir, Though 
there were nothing but tumults in the ſoul before, -though 
his heart were like a troubled ſea, as ſoon as he comes ro eye 
Gods hand, and to take due notice of it, all will be huſht 
and quiet ; there will be a calm, as there was in the(s )ſhip, c Mar. 14.3 2: 
after our Saviours coming intoit, When God bur appears 
to the believing ſoul, 'and by the eye of Faith a diſcovery '.is 
made that 1t !s he , darkneſs, and ſadneſs, anddiſcontens, 
and diſmayedneſs, and drooping, and deſpondency do va- 
niſh at his preſence, andare no more, 

Many of - ſons ar 0s and they = have been the 
wiſeſt of all others in their generation , have ſpent much ' 
time, and made it their work to find out the a Cure of — 
orief and diſcontent, and ſome of them have piccht upon tibicines carmie 
one way, and ſome upon another, but going ro work with- 74 [#125114 quis . 
out the light of Scripture to guide them, could never hit _ Canebant, 

O - ap « Chriſtus autem 

upon the true Remedy, but have all bzcome (4)vain in their (115; mnuwyn 
1m1agimations, and ſhewed themſelves to be (2) Phyſicians of excitabat + ſic 
0 value, It is God only which (f) woundeth, that can ſcientie bunare 
cure the wounds he ' makes , and thar alone can teach us, walta que | 
what is the way to bear with patience and calmneſs of ſpi- 7," 79mm? 
rit choſe affliions, which drive others: to their wits end, y;a alus, 4c. 
and make them fick of ſorrow, even to death. And here ye d Rom. 1.21. 
have, 1n my Text, a remedy againſt all kind of grief, of* Job: 13: 4, 
Gods own preſcribing, and therefore an approved one itf Hol6.1. 
muſt needs be, "oe 

I ſhall only give you a few inſtances of 'the admirable 
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Cures, that have'been wrought by this Remedy alone ; up. 
on ſome whoſe affii tions have been molt heavy,and whoſe 
caſes in appearance moſt deſperate,and then come toa word 
of Exhortation, 

Whoſe heart would not have been ſtruck dead within 
him , by thoſe ridings wherewith Same (g) acquainted 
Eli from God > How: could Elie's heart: chute but break ac 
che apprehenficn of thoſe dreadful judgements denounced 
a2ainl(t his family, the very mention whereof was enough ts 
make the ears of firangers to ting le. at the hearing > And yer 
with what admirable patience doth he' rake it ? How calm 
is he? :How:fas from murmuring? And what wrought him 
to this paſs? even this conſideration, (+) 7 is the Lord,let 
hin do as ſeemeth him good, 

You have heard of the ſufferings of Job,yea,I am ſure you 
never beard ofany meer mans ſufferings like his. Hewas ſo 
afflicted in bis eſtare, inhis ſervants,-1n his children, in his 
wifeztn his friends,in his body from head ro foot,in his ſoul, 
that there ſeemed to be no place lefc', wherein to inflic a 
new wound, How doth he take all this ? Doth he not ſtorm, 
and rage 2 doth he not deſpond, and deſpair ? No, he kiſ- 
ſeth the rod, is dumb, -and holds his peace, though provo= 
ked to impatience by the inſtigation of his wife,and upbraid. 
ed by her, for ſerving a God that uſed him no better, What 
was 1t, that could poſſibly make a man take all this ſo pati- 
ently ? This very conſideration in my Text wrought him 
to this compoſedneſs; ( : ) God hath given,God hath taken, 


And when afterward he had a little forgotten himſelf , and 


ſpoken unadviſedly , God was pleaſed bur to remember 
bim:, whoſe (k ) hand his aMiRions came from , and thac 
preſently reduced his ſoul to his firſt calmneſs. (/) 1am wite, 
what ſhall 1 anſwcy ? 1 will lay my hand upon my mouth .Ouce 
haut 1 ſpoken, but I will nat anſwer, yea, twicey but 1 will pro- 
ceed nofarther, © Lf en, BETS 

I mighr retl you how the Prophet Dizrd found the rare 
effe& of this Conſideration, for the quiering of his hearr, 
many a time and ofr, and in many a ſad caſe he was in, and 
not when he penned this Pſalm onl-, Bur 
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But I will givean inſtance in one greater by far than E/;, 5 /L,.: 
- -of Fob, or David, and one. whoſe ſufferings did far ſurpaſs 409k 
all theirs put together, -who, by this very conſideration in 
the Text, comforted himſelf in the bearing of them. The 
perſon -I mean was the Lord Jeſus Chri#t ; the ſufferings ] 
ſpeak of was that wrath and cutſe of God , which he was 
tg undergo for them whoſe Surety and Mediator he was, 
ga Cup, which made him (») ſweat , as it were drops of y Luke 22.44; 
lood falling down to the. ground, This Cup (dreadſul though 
itwas.) he tookit into his hand , and drank itup , with 
this very Conſideration in his mind : (») The Cup which n Joh:18.11, 
my father hath given me, ſhall I not drink, it > And again, : 
Not (o) as T1 will , but as thou wilt. This may ſuffice to, 14, 26.39, 
ſhew what an effe&ual Remedy this is to work us, in our ©” 
affli ions, to ſuch a dumbneſs and filence , as the Propher 
in my Text is commended for. 
We ſhall nov make uſe of this, and the precedent pointe fe. 
; both cogether, and chat only by way of Exhortation. All 
- ye ſons and daughters of affliction Penton: into Whoſe 
' hands God hath pur any bitter Cup, drink it, and hold 
your peace , -thoughthe ingredients be Gall and Worm- 
wood ; Be dumb, do not open your months, If you fay , I 
may as ell bid one in a cold fit of an Ague, that he ſhould 
nat be chill : How can I be patient under ſuch ſufferings as 
mine are ? ſo great, ſo ſuddain, ſo unexpeed, ſo irrepair- 
able > Know, youare allowed to mourn, ſo you do not 
murmure ; you are not forbidden to grieve, ſo ye be not 
dejeted. He is an unreaſonable man that thinks one ſhould 
feel no pain, when one limbis rorn and pulled from ano- 
ther. All that Idrive at is, that you would labour for 
ſuch a dumbneſs under Gods affliing hand, as was before 
deſcribed ; that is, ** Take heed of quarrelling with Gods 
&* providence , take heed of falling out with wayes of holi- 
© neſs; ſtand nor juſtifying your ſelves and your own do- 
«nos; by prayer and meditation do your endeavour to 
* quell all tumultuous rifings in your hearts : hold your 


<peace., and hearken that you may take our theſe leſſons, 
| | * God 


S(OT7-Y 3 

« God is now reading to you in his School'of afiiaion 5. 
« xcqwioſcc and reſt farigfied with:Gods diſpenſations.: ſubs 
« {cribe to his Wiſdome, Juſtice, Holineſs, Goodneſs, and 

« Fruth. This is, that you are _to be exhorted to; This 

is the work that now lics before you, But you will ſay 

rome, Do you think-you can perſwade us to all this > I 
anſwer, The truth is, God muſt perſwade , yea, and he 
muſt bleſs the Phyſick, elſeall isin vain. Bye this I am 
ſure of , Ican tell you; what ic is that Gods people have 
found to be the moſt Soveraign Remedy, for the curing of 
the moſt heart-aking griefs; and. that is this in my 
Text. 

+ 1. Exift.zn 4 remember Pl: writing to a friend of his,and acquaint-. 
Profede a 'bibe ing him how much he rook to heare the death of Core[ny, 
ſolatia mihi: non an aged perſon , one whom he exceedingly loved and ya- 
hec, ſenexerat, lued ; wiſht bis friend to ſuggeſt ſomething , that miehr 
infirmus erat comfort him. Bur ſaith he , Do not think ro doit by tel-. 
wp gs ling me he was an old man, and infirm , and one that in the - 
{ed magna que courſe of Nature could not live long, Theſe' things 1 
audierim nin«. know , tel{ me ſomething that is new , ſomething that is 
g'4am, legerim oreat , ſomething I never read, ſomething I neverheard. 
ainquam. NaM core » for thoſe things which I have heard, I often think 
*h —_ of, but my grief is too ſtrong and vehement to be qualified, 
curnint,ſed tanto and allayed by them. Now 1f any of you ſhould impoſe 
dolore (uperan-  fuch a Law upon me , and bid me either rell you ſome new 
eur, thing to comfort you , that you never heard of before, or 
p JoÞ 41-25. etfe your ſorrow is-ſuch , that ir will ſcorn all thar I can 

ſay, (as (p) Leviathan doth the ſhaking of a ſpear ) and the 
ſpirit of impatience, that is in you, will not be laid : Though - 
* rask be hard, yer thus much, by Gods grace, I ſhall un- 
dertake. | : 

1. To ſuggeſt ſuch Arguments to calm your ſpirits, as 
neither Pliny, nor any Heathen of them all ever heard , or 
dream't of, Ke . ie CE nts 

-.--,,, 23. To tellyou ſome things, which ( if you do know) it 
gt 15 to be feared you have forgot , or to be ſure, do not mind 
memoiia tenet, and take ſufficiently ro heart, And it 1s no ſmall mercy. 

II ; tO, 


'to liave knewn truths broughe unto our remembrance. up<- 
 0n occafion, It is a courtefie any of us would thank a 
man for, if he do but help us to our purſe again , when we 
have loſt it, though he give us nothing but what we had 
before. But peradventure ſome may hear that , of which 
till now, they were utterly ignorant : This I dare ſay con- 
cerning the Remedy I am now giving you the receipt 
of, itis the beſt in the world ; it hath, by the blefling of 
God, done admirable Cures upon the moſt ſad ſouls, une 
der the moſt h:avy afflitions, What David ſaid of Goli- 


ah's Sword , may be affirmed of it; (4) There is none q11 Sam, 21.97 


like it, 

I ſhall reduce all that I have-to ſay farther about this 
point to. theſe ryo Heads, | 

1, How, andafter what manner the confideration of 
Gods hand , works the heart to ſuch a d#mbzeſs and filence, 
as bath been ſpoken of. 

2, Whart there is contained in this confederation, for ſuch 2 
purpoſe ; or what the Tygred:ents of this Medzc:ne be. 


' Now for the way and manner , how this Conſideration of Tc 


Gods hand, worketh ſuch an effe& in the afflicted ſoul, as 
hath been ſpoken of : Ir is, | : | 

I, Partly by frighting us-out of our impatience and diſ- 
content, One paſſion is ofcen cured, or (atleaſt) repreſ- 
ſed by another. The apprehenſion of Geds hand in our 
ſufferings irs up fear , and fear drives away finful dittem. 
pers. Sanls thirſt after David's blood was frighted away, 
(at leaſt for-the preſent) by an apprehenſion of the danger 
he was in fromthe Philift;ms, If by the Eye of Faith, we 


do but once ſee God , it will ſo terrifie us, asto (r) make , Job 423536; 


#s abhor our ſelves, and repent in duſt and aſhes. 

2, Partly by furniſhing us with matter of Conſolation, 
ſomething to pur into the other Scale , to weigh againſt 
our ſorrow. Conſolation is properly a kind of reaſoning, 
whereby we lay one thing againſt, and compare it with 
another, that by the conſideration of the one, we any be 
able ro-bear the other better, he youwould make = 
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ſ- 2-Cor,7.10, 


f Pla. 119.71. 


# Eſa.3 5.6: 


w Pſa.94.12, 
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(20) 
ends of the ballanceeven, | ye flillput more:and more-into. 
the one end, till ye get the other up; Now this'Confidera- 
tion of Gods hand, doth furniſh us ({as.we ſhall hear anon) 
with ſundry weighty Arguments of Conſolation, enough to 
raiſe the'ſoul that is ſunk deepeſt in deſpondency., and ſo 
muſt needs. be effecual 20 quier and compoſe the heart. 

3, Partly ircurns one ſorrow into another ; a (/) ſor- 
row thit cauſeth death, into a ſorrow that brings r pentance 
never to be repented of : aſorrow for ſuffering ,.into a ſor- 
row for (in : and ſo it worketh a tranquility in the ſoul by 
diverting our p-ſſions into another channel, where they may 
take their courſe without any danger. Thus Phyſicians to 
Rop bleeding in one place, do.uſe the way of Revulſion,and 
open a vein ſome other where, The conſideration- of Gods 
hand, will raiſe in our heartsa ſorrow according to God,and 
thit (as Moſes his Serpent did with thoſe of the Magicians) 
will eat up our ſorrows of other kinds. | 


- 


4:It works (laſtly) a calmneſs ip' our ſpirits, by turning 
our ſorrow at length into joy , converting our Wormwood 
and Gall into Wine , and inabling us by degrees to ſay, 
(t) It 5s good for me. The. due: apprehenſion of Gods hand 
in all our loſſes and ſufferings, will firft ſtrike #s dumb, and 
make us filent ; but thoſe who are thus:dumb (as hath been 
ſhewed) ſhall in due ſeaſon find- that promiſe verified to 
them, (#) The lame man ſhall leap as an hart, and the tongue 
of the dumb ſhall ſing. And thus it was with our Propher ar 
laſt. (w) Blefſed is the man (as he ſings ſweetly) whom thou 


x. Pſa. 119.71. Chaſtneſt, O Lord, and teacheſt him out of thy Law; (x) It is 


3 1 Timn-4.15, 
£87701 bÞ1, 


good for me, that 1 have been afflified, that 1,mght learn thy 
Fatutes, | bn: 3-0 504 

Only you muſt know, that theſe effes will not be pro 
duced on a ſuddain ; 1t 1s not to be expeRed, that-in an 
hour, ora day, ſuch -an-alceration ſhould be made ; - There 
mult be frequent application of the Remedy , and the ſoul 
muſt dwell intheſe-medications and: thoughts ;-(-y ) Bern 
them (as the Apoſtles phraſe is) chaſe thein therein by ofren 
and much muſing upon them, and hearty prayer to God, , 
withall, for the ſetring them home, We. 


(1 

- We proceed now.to acquaint you, what there is in thi; 
a Confideration.of+ Gods hand in our afflicticns, to produce. 
bn ſuch eff:&s upon the ſoul, that is duly poſlefled with ir, 
| This only I muſt premiſe , thar though ic be a Medicati-. 
on very uſeful forall men , 1nall cheir miſeries, yet, thac 
one may receive the full benefic of this Truth, ic is nece(- 
ſary he be a Child. of God z one. that hath an intereſt in 
him, as David had : For alas! otherwiſe a mang cale is ſo 
| forlorn, that nothing can be ſaid to comfort him, and keep 
| him from deſpair, farther than he is willing, and labours to. 

be in ſuch a condition as may make him a ſubje& capable of 
the comfort, | | 

Now there are-24 Arguments, comprized in theſe words. 
[Thou didſt it ] the conſideration of which, by the blefling. 
of God, will be very effecual , to allay our ſorrow, to 
quiet our ſpirits 3 ina word, to make us dumb under Gods. 
corre&ing hand. : 

+ i I ſhall divide them in three ſorts. 

I. Some of them concern all people in general, that be 
in any kind of miſery, 

2. Others of them belong in a peculiar manner to ſuch 
as David was, [ viz, the children of God? in all theic af- 
fligions. 

3. The third ſort have a ſpecial referehce to Gods: peo- 
ple roo, but ſuch of them, as ſuffer under the loſs of a dear 
and hopeful Child, ſuch a loſs as hath occaſioned our ſad 
meeting here today, : 

Firſt, For thoſe Argumentsthat may be fertcht from this 
medication [Ts Gods doing] to induce all whoſoever tolay 
a Law of filence upon their hearts and mouths, when they 
are afflited ; They are nine. 

It is He aflits you, who-1s Omnipotent , and can eaſi- 
ly do whatſoever he will. (z) He 1s mighty in rength: he 4 Job g.4,c: 
removeth the mountains, axd they know it not ; he over-turneth 
them mn his anger, Which ſhaketh the earth our of her place, 
and the pillars thereof tremble, (a) Behola he takith away, ayagtc i. 
who can hinder him 2. Power alone , and of it ſelf, is very x 

| TT '? 


T, 


b Eccl.8:4] 


£ Proy.,29,2, 


d Pſal.66.5. 
ce Luke 1.5 2, 


f Lani.4.5, 


_ (82) 
dreadful, and carries a great awe along with it, (6) here 
the word of a King 15 (though he be bur a morcal man):heye 
1s power, and who may ſay to him , what doſt thou? (c) The 
fear of a King (whoſe breath is in his noſtrils);s as the roar- 
ing of a Lion; he that pn_ him to anger ſinneth againſt kis 
own ſoul, If Power be ſo formidable in an earthly Poten= 
cate ; how ſhall any of us dare to murmure againſt his pro- 
ceedings , in compariſon of whom the moſt potent Mo- 
narchs of the earth are no better then ſo many impotent 
and filly worms ? 

- 2. Remember your ſufferings come from the hand of 
him , who (4) is terrible in his dorngs to the children of men ; 
yea,to the greateſt of them;who brings down(eJthe mighti- 
eſt from their Thrones , and makes (f.) ſuch as were bred up 
inſcarlet, to imbrace dang-hills ; ruines them and their fa- 
milies , when they ſeemed to be ſetled paſt danger of ſha- 
king. The other Argument was taken from Gods Power to 
do what he pleaſeth, this from choſe dreadful effz&s of his 
power which are to beſeen. He not only can do ,- but a- 


tually doth that which may well make us 44»94b , when he 


meddles with us , or any thing that is ours, How oft doth 
he deſtroy whole Kingdomes, and lay them waſt, and not 
make breaches in private families only ? 

3. Think of this ; your afflitions come from his hand, 
who is Lord of all; 1 told you what he cando; and what 
he doth : Now we ſpeak of the 71g ht he hath co do what he 
Pleaſeth. Such is his Dominion and Soveraignty, that he 
may do by right, what ever he can do by might : He is nor 
accountable ro any for his proceedings, nor tyed to any 


Rule togoby, but his own will. The Potter hath not. ſo- 


much power and right; to do what heiſt with his clay, as 
God hathover us and ours. When men meddle with per- 
ſons and buſineſſes, that they have nothing to do with , it 
is unſufferable, and who can bear it ? But when -God med- 


dles with us and ours, even the deareſt things we have, it 


1s only in what he hath to'do, and more todo than we, ag 


:being Lord ef all, He is not therefore to agk our kave , or 


ro 


(13Y 
to ſtay for our good will, bur may ſave us, or deftroy us; 
build us, orpluck usdown, ſectle us, or root us up, as he 
thinks good, He hath an abſolure, unlimited and atbirrary Job 33-13: 
power, and therefore uncontroulable, And if God do bur 
what he may, whar are we, that we ſhould complain ? Ir 
will not be amiſsa little to confider, whence this Dominion - - 
of God comes, and what righthe hathtoir, the more to 
calm our hearts under his Diſpenſations, 

Dominion among men is founded upon one or More of 
theſe ſix Titles, | | 

I, Occupation ; He that firſt finds or lights upon any 4zor. 1»ſt. Mor. 
thing,of which none can give any tidings who is the owner, p4'5.3-.47.06 
doth thereby become the Lord and Owner of ir. 

2. Donation ; This and that men come to be poſſeſled of 
as theirs, by gift from ſuch, ro whom thoſe things once of 
right appertained, 

3. Succeſſion ; So children come to inherit after their fa- 

chers death, that which was their fathers. ,- 
. 4. Purchaſe; If a man can ſay, Thygg&ne , and Iam 
Lordofic, I bought it with my money , or made a con- 
trac for ir, *cis accounted a good Title. i 

5. Hſnrpation 3 Soſome atrain that Dominion they have, . 

- invading the right of others, and wreſting it from them by 
force 3 by their 21g ht overcoming the others R:ight. This 
Is as bad a Title as may be, ; 

6. Preſcription; That Which a man hath ſo many years 
quierly enjoyed (no great matter how he came by ir) he is 
judged among men to have a Title to. 

But none of all theſe wayes comes God by his Dominion - 
and Lordſhip over us ; no, his Soveraignty 1s founded upon 
infinitely better Titles than any of theſe, v:z. 

1. His Creating of all things by his own poiver , out of rejgus de 4t- 
nothing, His making all , gives him the Kingdome over #rib. p.126. 
All. 

2, His preſerving and upholding all thiogs in the being 
he gave them at firſt, For all creatures would return to no- 
thing (as ice doth to water , when the cold ceaſeth A 13 

eney , 


'f Heb.1.3: 


: g Joh;11.36, 
b.Rev.4.11. 


7Mar.17.37-. 


+ Deut. 32.4; 


| Job 38.2, 


they were not ſupported (f) by the word of. his power; 

3. His bcing the laſt end of all, for whoſe ſake all things 
were made. (g)' Of him, through him, and to him are all 
things. (hb) He\| not only] hath created all things, | but] for 
his pleaſure they are and were created. What exception then 
can any man make againſt his Dominton, and abſolute So- 
veraignty 2. What ſhadow of an objection can there lye a- 
gainſt his Ticle 2 And therefore what can be more reaſona- 
ble and fitting than to acqwreſce in his Diſpenſations, and 
by our dumbneſs to teſtifie our conſent to what he goth 2? 


- If God had nothing to do with-us and ours, or if he were 
to ask our leave firſt, and yer ſhould , without craving our 


ooo0d Will, meddle and do with us as he pleaſeth, there 
were ſome ground for murmuring. But whoſe mouth 
muſt nor preſently be Rtopr, if God ſhould ſay to us in our 
impatiency, what ? Shall nor I (for all you) do what I chink 
fit with mine own ? Shall I make Creatures for mine own 
ſake, and ſhall not I (wichcut your leave) diſpoſe of them 
as I pleaſe ? 

4. Take notice your affligtions come from his hand, who 
is infinitely wiſe , (:) and deth all things well, Do we nor 
all and amazed at that Wiſdome , by which the Heavens 
and-Exrth, and all Creatures in both were made > And can 
we think Ged-doth-nor order -his Creatures, and govern, 
and diſpoſe of them , with as much wiſdome as he made 
them ? Doubtleſs, there is nothing amiſs in his adminiſtra- 
tions. He cannot be ſubjeR to any errour. (k ) His work 
zs gerfeft., If we could tell how to mend any thing that be 
doth, we might be born with in our complaining and find- 
ing fault, Burt dare any of you undertake that? Muſt you 
not confeſs your ſelves to be fools, and unfit to be of his 
Counſel ? Why then do you not lay your bands upon your 
mouth , and acqmeſce in what he doth as beſt of all} Who 
could chuſe but be truck dumb, if God ſhould ſay, Yhere's 
(1) the manthat darkneth counſel,by words without knowledge? 
Muſt I come and ask your advice, and take your diretion 


for what I am todo ? Mutt my Wiſdome be caught by your 


fol 


be in Jobs caſe; 1\()nbbor myſelf din) 1 ave ſpoken once, 
bart 1 will: not anſwer; yea twice, virit:[ will firocetd no farther, 
4 repeatin duſt aud aſpes)i i os 
5. When youare afflicted (to keep you from impaci- 
ence) do not forgert.your ſufferings come from his hand, of 
whoſe meet indulgence it:is,that youbave.the comfort you 
yerenjoy: yea by whoſe goodneſs you-yet enjoy more, mep> 


cies;than you have lolt; as you:mighc (op ſee, if you would _ ee 


ſec your felves to adjuſt the account. When people have 
Joſt ſo much, that they think they can loſe no more, nor be 
any worſe than they are, then they grow deſperate , ſpeak 
and do they care not what. But while men have ſomething 
to loſe, ir keeps them in awe, ſpecially, if-rhey hold what 
they have, at the courtefie of him who. bach caken away 
what they have loſt, This is our cafes, all our lofles and 
ſufferings ate inflited by him , of whoſe meer grace we 
hold the reſt of our Comforts 3 and therefore it 1s beſt for 


" us fo be dumb, Wherefore doth aliving man complaint If our Lam, z $9. 


own lives be ſpared;: 1c is anmnzeaſonable:thing to repine, 

+ 6, Bethink your ſelves; Is 'not he who now affligs you, 
one whoſe will you have often crofled ? One to whom you 
have walked contrary ? will you not take the:coyn you pay ? 
Muſt you have a liberty to croſs God;and God none ro croſs 
you ?May you (think you ) ſet light by tus wilL,and muſt he, 
mean while, do: nothing ro diſpteaſe,, 'or thwart yours ? 


Who made this Law 7 Ordo you think irequal ? (9) Doe , Gag. 
reap ary thing, but what ye have ſown? (p) May wwt God wakk p Ley,z6. 243, 


contrary to yon, as well as youwalk contrary to bun v 

7. Conſider, Doch not be affli& you, whom you have 
provoket to deal a grearideal worſe with you Þ; Have not 
you deſerved {let Gonſcience ſpeak } to be puniſhed, nor 
only thus, but (9g) ſever times more, You have loſt one 


or two of your comforts, but you' deſerve to be ftriprof 


all, Now-when(r) God exaBerth leſs of us than our iniquities x Job 11.6, 


acſerve, 'what caule is there 'of complaining? ſhall hethar 
TIL OTE; E ſhoyld 


folly? - Muſt I do-nothiag before Thave firſt called you eo 
countel:? 1f GodrſhoutdehaKerige.us thus, it would make us 


f Mar.9.48. 
t Lati.3.22. 


* Aigion onycu, «lad; 


# Jo3.9.4,5. 
w Jcr. 44.28, 
7 Job. 34,33+ ; 


J Eſa.45.9. 


ſhould of right. be whipt withScorpions: ;- grumble 4when 
be is but corre&ed with rods-2\ Thedeisfo.lcile reain for 


* thar, that he may rather bleſsGodyif beſſcapeſo.well, oi :(/ 
'. . $$©:But-whar ſpeak I.of our. deſerving: more evils: from 


God in this life z If we conſider ic ſetjouſly ,\ we ſhall find 
our 'aMiRions :are laidion-by ihis-hand,, of whoſe infinite - 
mercy it is, We-are yet on this fide hell. Shall thoſe repine _ 
again{t remporal.chaftifements,-ithar.might juſtly be fent.co _ 
that:place, '(/) /heye rhe worts arerh woty and. the. firngorth 
motor; '(t) Ft isofalre Lords, mercy thatwe are:not:[utters 
1yPcorſumed,:: If '4 man be; but. burnc. in the hand ,; when 
he deſerves'to beexecuted, he dothinot repine at che hard 
meafure.he meets with, [but falls down upon bis knees,. and 
acknowledeeth.che mercy of .the:Bench;; This is-qur cafe, 
andtherefore we.may well-£o our way,and.hold aur tongue, 
and.b2 glad if.ir' fare:no Worſe with us, Fhink therefore 
with your ſelves, Jet your condition be. as bad as it will » it 
is better with:you, than it would. be in hell , whither -you 
have deſerved hethould diſpgtch yau, that hath. laid thisiaf- 


| , JF rt 0: OJ £39 
9.1 is he by contendmgagd murmuring againſt-whom, 
nothing .is to be gotten: bpt :the -quiltiphicacions :6f ,ivur 
blows. Who (#) ever hardn:d bimſelf agamnit him and pro- 


- ſpercd?. He ts one that will break; thoſe; (be they/hever ſo 


{tour}, thar'do refuſe ro bend;- Thegreati conteſt berwixt 
God and .usg .is: anly this; #bofeo (wm): an1ll ſhall ' Hand; 
Whether he or we (hall bave the difpokng of -Qut {elvesand 
ours, ' New:he will do with -us:afd: outs as the-pleaſcth; 
whether we willox.no.. (x) Should it 'be according: to thy 

mind?(ſaith Elihu) He will recompence whether thou-refuſe, 
orhether thou chufe. What :got-Pharaph, by. ſtanding ic 


 'our againſt God, andrreſuing to bumble bimſelf ? (2908 


ro:bim that ſtrevith with hrs Makers Lethe pots fhrart. fire 
with the pot-(brardf of the earth. There's no gaod 'to{be 
gnten by contending with one that .1s:ſo .infinitely. above 


- Our Match, - Our wiſeſt way. is fo be 4u1b , |and to hold ous 


;ptace when he pleads with us; by any of his judgements. .. 
4M 2 | 11. Secondly... 


. &f 
. II. Secondly; 'There are (yer) other: Arguments to in- 
+ Uuce us to this 4#mwbreſs under Gods hand,couched in theſe 
wordsT hou 4rd} it ] which do peculiarly concern Gods 
people, though thoſe before-mentioneddo concern them 
alſo, QT be) Ph | 
+8, Thoſe that are the people of God, miy well take pa» 
tiently any blows that 'are reached 'rhem by. 4is hand, He 
being their God'ih Covenant,through Chrift,One chat hath 
made them his children by adoption. An ingenuous and du- 
tifulſon will bear and put up a:great deal at a Fathers hand, 
wichoutſullenneſs and pouting, though he: could not fwal- 
low it from any; other; (2) #2 futve had ( ſaith the Apo» ; Heb, 12.8, g; 
(the) fathers af onr fleſh, whohave corretted ws after their own : 
pleaſure; and yet we have'ſhewed rkems reverence 3 petſever- 
ed. in our duty and obſervance of them. :Shall we'not 
mmech rather be in ſubjettion t6 the father of [pirite?This was 
che Conſideration with which our bleſfed Saviour drank 
up that dreadful 'Cup mentioned before, (a) Shall nor 4 © Job.18 1, 
drink,the Cap, that my Father grves me ro drink? © 
* 2. Suchagare the Saints of God may be aſſured all their 
evils of ſufferings are laid upon them, 'by one that intends 
them no hurt at all, Afiigions (indeed) look with a ter- 
rible aſpe& to fleſh and blood, they have the appearance of 
Serpents. and Scorpions, and. the like baneful things, . : 
but they ace ſent by him that means them: no ill :- Theſe Mar.16. 18. 
ſufferings of theirs, though they ſeem to be deadly ( and fo 
indeed they are to unbelievers) and to tend co their undo- 
ing. are but Serpents wichout tings , and ſhall not ſo much | 
as (6) touch them to do them any real. prejudice ; bur bPla.g1.10. 
are like unto the ' Viper on Pauls hand , which he: ſhaked 
off; and received nocharm, «MF. 28. 13, This which 1 ay, 
cannot ſeem ftrange toa child of God, when even the Hea- 
then man could tell his adverſaries that threatned his O_ = »4 
_ 37 e may kill ane, if you will, but you cannot hurt , es 


3. Did1 ſay] the afflitions of Gods Saines come from 
one that intends them no hure ? _ is but a ſmall matcec 
£3 in 


Md pendiia incomparifon. Hz thit afflity them-incends:cheic! go6d;, 
291 ſunt vere and will work chem much good by it,- (c) All: things hal 
mala, quia filt- ,,,k. together for gaod to thoſe that love God. Do not. ask me 
| qr ;; how > and whichway ? What thing is it that He canner 
fummo bono, & bring out of any thing, that (4) commanded the lig ht to ſhine 
ducunt ad ſun= out of darkneſs 2. That ſpake the word, and caufed all crhmgs 
mun down. tocome-out of nothing 2 Have patience alittle < ye chi- 
- = mguerY dren of God, that.are now undet the Rod!); and ye ſhall ſee 
* Heb1z 16. it, and.confeſsit your ſelves, that all (:).;s for your profit, 
f Joh.13.7.. that you may bemade partakgrs-of bit holmeſs That (f) x hich- 
The Latines you (ee not new, . yon thall-ſee and thank Gad for afterwards. 
= proſperous-Tc would be tao long , at'preſenic,; to: tell: you: how. many 
_ « .- _ ſeveral wayesafflictionstend £6 :the advantageiof Gods peo- 
cauſe they. are Ple 5 by: bringing: them unto: a more clear: knowledge of: 
y : 8 
not to be had God, and chemſelves , by- weaning them from the.World, 
till afterward, and raifipg their hearts heaven-ward ,, by putting an edge 
wy w_ upon cheir prayer , by diſcovering to them their defects, 
_ uſually improving their faitb-and ail other graces , by-being. like. 
know no God. (£) fire and ſalt to eat out thoſe corruptions , which. would. 
Qratio. ſine ma- otherwiſe breed worms in their - Conſcience, and hinder 
lis eft ficut aws.their imvard peace, by keeping them from (h Y being con-. 
| on  denaned with the world,. Theſe and many.other benefirs,ſuch- 
= "a4 ;, as belong ta God get by being atfiifed, God making the: 
; Jude, 14.24, (7) eater to y1eld them meat (according to-Sampſurs riddle) 
_ andthe ſtrongto afford thenmn ſmeetneſs, Their lofles and- 
croſſes are ſuchas they ( k,) live by, and do prove their: 
reateſt gain ; and therefore (if they cannor doit yer) they, 
Nalk-cer long be able to ſay, as he did;. / had bren undone if 1 
had not beemundons;. © 1072 & _ 
4. But this is not: all; Gods-peoples/ ſufferivgs are in- 
flicted: by. one: , who:hath already. beſtowed: upon them, 
that which: may couynter-ballance and: weigh againſt all: 
their ſorrows; God hath given them: thoſe things which: 
. are Morethamenough ahd:cnough. again, . to: fetch up their 
hearts when they. are ſunk loweft in defpondency becauſe.of- 
any ourward croſs. To:kibw God and Chtiſt , what an.in- 
7/Jphn 17+ 3: finite. mercy-isit ? ({):1t re /ife erernal: He that ay "4 
cats: 


& Heb. 1 249,10 
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(29) 

this knowledge ,. God- himſelf allows him to (v) glory, m Jer. 9.243. 
To have pardon of fin, to be juſtified in Gods fight , ſee 
what ſome bid for ſuch a:mercy , (#»). thouſands of rams, tex n Mic,6.6z7: 
thouſands of rrvers of oyl , the firſt bornof their body ; they 
would parc wich any of theſe — ng ic,. and think they: 
made a.good purcbaſe too :. To be adopted the child of 
God , what would not a man give for ſucha priviled-e, 
if it were to be bought > To have partin Chriſt , to have. 
Union and Communion with him , 1s there any thing in- 
the World:warch the talking of the ſame day with ic 2 All 
theſe things (and yer theſe are not all}God hath conferred 
upon thoſe that are. his, Now: take your calamities, (you 
people of God)and (o) wergh them in a ballance, and admir o.Job 6.2 3+ 
them 20 be heavier than the ſand ; yet is not here enough to 
weigh againſt them ? Will none of thoſe things, will nor all 
of chem countervail thoſe loſſes and aſfligtions you are un- 
der > Is the Cup God hath given you to drink fo: bitrer, 
that; all thoſe things are as good as nothing to ſweeten ic 2- 
Can ye have more cauſe co be dejeed either for one thing 
or another. than:ye have to be cheered in the apprehenfion: 
of your igtereſt in: ſuch. things: as theſe ?- Suppoſe Chriſt 
ſhould fayto you, as to the man fick of the Palfia, (o) Sor, 9 Mat.9.24 
he of good cheer,. thy ſins are forgiven; would you take this 
comfort for a-thing ſo trivial.,. that it would rend nothing 
to relieve you in your ſadneſs 2 If theſe things work noc 
with you , if theſe (p) conſol ations of God be ſmall in your pJub rg; ry. 
eyes » aſſure your ſelves it ts long of: your unbelief , for | 
which you have infinite cauſe to be humbled. | 

5. Yet farther :. your afflictions come ('I ſpeak of the- 
oodly) from the hand of him, who hath (as if what he hath 5,,,,, 4x wtre: 
oven you for preſent were liccte) fpoken of whar he will exprimere, Ex-. 
do for you hereafter ,. and given you lively hopes of fuch f:1imento opus} | 
things, as (q)- eye never ſaw, earnever beard, neither hath it *F- _ 
entred 1nz0 the heart of man to coneerve.. See how contemp- {ffs my 
etbly the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the ſufferings of this life in come ec ;v1um, ne: 
pariſon of theſe things. (r7):/ count not the ſuſferings of this chriſtus patitax. 
Preſent time, worthy ro be compared with the pans; ay byperbolems. 
| it. 
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be revealed. One wonld thipk a lively hope of-being'! ad. 
mirted to the Beatifica!- Viſion, and erernal enjoyment of 
God, ſhould be more than enough to dry-upall our tears, 
And doubtleſs; if our hopes of heaven were more firm and 
ftedfaſt, though-they could nor priviledge us from affligion, 
yet they would arm out hearts ſo, that it would not be pofſi- 
ble for any-afflition toPicrce them through, 

+-6.” Again, Fhe *godly may reft aſſured that their affli&ti- 
onsare ſent from no other but bim, who hath (in the mean 
ſeaſon, till they come to-heaven) engaged (/) he w'll never 
leave them, nor'forſake them, (t) but will bewuh them when 


: they paſs through the fire and water, will not leave them de- 
::fliture of his grace and mercy, but will be preſent with 
: them; by his Spirit, in all theic ſufferings. If God ſhould 
. caſtus into the-water, and there leave us to ſhift for our 


ſelves, and take no farther care of us , whether we fink. or 
ſim, our caſe would be ſad : and ir would be hard to 
find any thing-chat might yield us comfort. - Bur that 
mans unbelief is bis greateſt miſery, that thinks his miſery 
to be greater, than to be allayed with a promiſe of Gods 
preſence with him, 

7. Conſider, Is not thisafliion of yours his doing ,"to 
whom ye have vowed and ſworn Obedience ; Obedience-a-- 
ive, to do that which may pleaſe him ; Obedience paſſive, 
co be pleaſed with what he doth ? And' is there not reaſon 


then for yon to be dumb, and to hold your peace ? Will 
; you make vows to God, and break them when ye have 
"done ? Bind your ſelves to God by Covenant, as by bonds 
andcords, and will you, when you 'are put upon the try- 


al, how you will take any thivg'ar Gods hand, carry your 
ſelves, as if you never meant (forall your vows) he ſhould 
either meddle with you or your? , farther than you your 


' ſelves ſhould think fic 2: Is not this mocking of God ? Nay, 


God will not:be mocked, butthis will prove bitterpeſs 1n 


— ' 


; the latter end. 


8. Js not this God who afflics you , he whoſe will ye 
Fave prayed may be done on earth, as it is done in heaven't. 
Have 
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Have ye_.not ofcen made this- your peticion unto his Maje- Nos impera's:.. 
fy ? And will ye now be angry z and.ampatient , that God volumus, nowis * 


imperars nols- 


| ſhouldrather have. his will done, than you- yours ? Will Wet. 


you laks on, as if.it were, more meer God ſhould. ſubmir. ro ftaſco Hormiſd: | 
your will, than you cobi3? - | 

9+. Laſtly, let not this. be forgorten ;. you ſons and daugh- 
ters of affligtion are under his hand, who doth (#): nor wil- y Lam.3.33. ] 
Lingly correft 3. he Would nat do it, if you needed it nor, and 
therefore (») afflifts you 12 very faithfulneſs, God makes wPa.rrg 75. .. 
his people; (x) heavy, but. when need rtquires ; as Wiſe and x1 Pct, 1.6. 
loving parents corre&, thei i children , leſt otherwiſe they 
ſhould be.ſpailed.. . A child left ro himſelf, brings his fa- 
ther to ſhame, and himſelf to ruine ; and therefore a r91 
of . correft1on is but requiſite to drive (7) away the folly, that y Pro 22.15. . 
25 bound up in his heart, 'Hence.1s that patherical expreſſion, 
(z) Thus ſaith the. Lord of Hoſts, Brhold Twill melt th:m and x Jer.g.7, 
try them, for how ſhall I do for the daughter of my p:aple ? As | 
if he ſhould ſay, There is no other remedy.If other warning 
would ſerve the turn,God would not teach us by bryers and 
thorns... But better weep here,. changnath our teeth here- 
after. ..And as God correRs,; but.only when need requires, 
ſa.be corre&s no more, nor no longer. There is not one 
Ingredient , not-one.jot of. gall. put into our Cup , more 


"than he judgeth neceſſaryfor us, All, theſe things conſi- 
. 'dered, what cauſe. have any of Gods people to be impati. 


ent ?., How fitand meet is it they ſhould be dumb-under his : 
Mi &ing hand? - _ | 

.. II; 'Thirdly, I.now, proceed go thoſe.arguments of. pari- 

ence,wvhich may. be fercht from theſe words [ Thou did/t it] 

that concern ſpeciallyſuch ſervants.of God , as ſuffer in the : 

loſs of a dear and hopeful Child, ſuch a loſs as hatb, ro.day, 

occahoned our.ſad meeting here. .. 


.;T.; It is, he afflicts you thus, .to whoſe .indulgence.you are 
thankfully coaſcribe it, .chat your (a) tentation 15 but com- ax Corcto,rs) :, 
203 and ordinary: . It is-a ſad thing for one to be affii ted | 
in an exemplary way, ſuch an one, aseither.,cannot. at all, 


or Bot Galily be parallelled.Some of Gods pegple have been 


4 


'05Lam.1.12, ſo afflicted, thar they might ſay, (5) Is there any bodies ſorrow 
like unto my ſorrow ? And God owes you no more than he 
did chem : Yet evenin fuch'a caſe, though very ſad,'ye 
have ſeen how Job did bear up his ſpiric by chis confideras 

ic Job 1.21, TiOD, {c) that all was Gods dom » when he could ner find, 
ot hear ofany intheworld , whoſe ſufferings were compa- 
rable ro his. Now to loſe a Child that we dearly loved, 
one that was hopefiil, and that we had ground to think 
God had made his by Adoption , whar affli&ian is it more 
than thouſands of Geds people have had tryal of } - + 
2, Bur - oraf 'T pray confider, ic 1s he bath caken 
bim , who hath ſhewed you more favour , in taking dne 
that came our of your loyns to watt upon himſelf, and ſee 
bis face in gloty , than be hath done you injury in remo- 
ving him from you; - Was ic not your ambition he might 
go to heaven , and will you be troubled overmuch now he 
4 1 Sam, 6,29 18 gone ? Did (4) Saxl do Jeſſe any wrong, or did-he 
"  thinkit would be ſo interpreted, when he fent for his ſon 
David to come and wait upon him at Coure ? Bur you 
would not have had him gone ſo foon : you would fill 
tave enjoyed him a little, and alittle fonger; and have had 
him co have 1ingred here, It ſeemsthen all che difference 
berwixt Godand you, is only in point of 2 little time more 
Or leſs : That which God hath done now, you would have 
had him done hereafter, Bur cantherebe any good reafon 
why you ſhould be ro-mented, bectufe God hath mide' one 
of yours happy ſo ſoon ? LN CERN 
3. Tell me; Is not God who hath raken your Child , he 
whoſe your Child was, infinitely more than he was yours ? 
Did you frame him , and faſhion him? Did you either 
make his S6ul , ot ſo much as one part or member of his 
Body ? Or if any one had been wanting , could - you have 
made up that defe& ? Though you might chaltenge more 
intereſt in him, thafi any upon eatth , yer what 'was your 
Incereft in him,if compared with Gods? Do not you know, 
that in reſpe& of that intereft God had in him, you (though 
his Patents) wete n6 more rhan petſongonly EINE » 
| — "ow 
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breed him , and bring him up for his heavenly Father ? 

And muſt he not go, or will you be troubled if he go, when 

his —_ and yours ſends for _ 0 on _ Cyiour is 
propounded to us for a pattern of obedience , and (4) /abje. 
£4109 to earthly parents : but he muſt go, andbe, whicher, CO 
and where his heavenly Father catted him , and enjoyned : 
him, for all them: and they muſt ſubmic, and calk no 

more of their intereſt, when God challengeth his, 

4. It ishe hath taken him, who iswiſer than you, and 
only knows from how many evils and miſeries , he, by 
death, is freed, that'we who are-left behind may live to ſee 
iod ſuffer; who can tell what ſad times are coming ? and 
's it not then a Mercy to us, and ought we not, not only 
:0 be patient but chankful. ( though it is an hard leflon 
vhen we have cauſe to hope thatany of-ours are got ſafe to 
2eaven, where fleſh, and devil,and world, ſhall nor be able 
any more to annoy them, to all eternity ? | 

| 5. When you think-who-it is hath taken him from you, 
*emember it is he to whom when he was baptized you did 
70luntarily dedicate and devote him, We and all ours 
:re at Gods diſpoſal, whether we will or no (as we heard 
xefore) and there is no help for it ; yet God loves that we 
hould freely make a ſurrender to him of what is his own, 
' which elſe he will diftrain for, and have at his pleaſure, 
lo we what we can to the contrary) and he-accepts I: gra- 
:iouſly when we do ſo, as an a& of our ſervice and homage 
'0 him. But ſhall we 2ive and take ? Surrender up ours to 
God, and pretend to do it cordially , and when'it comes co 
the point, ftiryggle , and holdback as far as we are able, 
ind part with that , which we have by our own a& given 
:0 God grudgingly, and with an il will? If we do not 
mean togtve up our ſelves, and ours to God, why do we 
play the hypocrites, and pretend it ? If wedo it really and 
in good earneſt, why do we repine when God takes but 
that » Which is not only his own, but which we have freely 
eiven him ? | : 

6, 1ſhall adde but one Conſideration more 3 which was 

: F ſuggeſted 
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ſuggeſted by 2 Reverend andworthy Mar , 'Tis-he hath ta- 
ken your Son , Who did ſo freely give you his, God ſpa- 
red'not his only Sow-for you, bur was willing to oive him 
up eventothe death, and thought not much co part with 
him-; and while youthink of what God hach done in this 
king, it cangot but ſeem a poor thin + (18 your own eyes) 
for you-to part with yours when he will have tc to be fo. 
All cheſe rhings laid rogether , 1 ſuppoſe you will ſay, 
the conſideration-of Godr hand 1n ail our afflitions hath 
enough in it to make us ſubmiſs and calm, to make us pa- 
tient, and contented, in a word, to make us dumb and /ilent 
unJer his ſharpeſt Diſpenſations, 


And now I ſhalt adventure'toopen and'ſearch the wound 
of thoſe our worthy friends who are moſt concerned ( and 
with whom we ſympathize) in this ſad loſs: and for whoſe 
fake ( ſpecially ) I have provided'the plaiſter , the ingre- 
dients:of which I have been ſo long giving you the account 
of. And though: I ſhalt (I'believe): make che wound blzed 
afteſh,by telling you, in thetc hearing, whar it is they mourn 
thus for ; yet having a Remedy at hand ſo ſoveraign, and 
ſo approved, I hope by the application of ir, their ſorrow 
will, in ſome good ſort, be allayed. 

I had thought to have reduced what I have to ſay con= 
cerning this ſweet Child that is-gone(and ſo I eaſily might ) 
to three heads ; his parts, which appeared in him very ear- 
ly: his piety, of which he gave good evidence , and his du- 


tifulneſs to his Parents, which was as remarkable as the 0- 


therewo. But I my ſelf was ſoaffeted with ſundry paſ- 
ſages concetning him: { which Thave co tell you ) as they 
came ſuddenly ro my mind,.that I ſhall even repreſent them 
to you, In the fame order, wherein mine own thoughts at 
firſt mer with them, not ſtanding upon any method, 

This ſweet Child was five years and an half old com- 
plear , within two-or three dayes-,. when God took him : 
But he had arrived to that in five years, and a little more, 
thiar ſome which/are hete (I am afraid) have not arrived to 
18 ten times that ſpace, $ I. He 


rar. _ 


He had learn'd his F Catechiſin throughout, and began + The Afem- 
to learn. it over again, with the proofs out of the Scripture Þlics ſhorer 
at large, wherein he had made ſome progreſs. Yet did he <**OPilm 
not learn theſe things as a Parrot by rote, without under.. 
ftanding what be ſaid, but could give a good account 
(much beyond what might be expeRed in one of his years) 
of the ſenſe and meaning of what he learn'd, Of this, both 
others, and I my ſelf bave made ſome experience, 

Neither did he look upon his Catechiſm only as a task 
impoſed upon him by his Parents, which he was to learn, 
for fear of the rod ; but took a great deal of pleaſure in ir, 
and would often have ic at night to bed with him, Some 
v00d acquaintance alſo he had gotten with the Scripture 
ſtory. Theſe things argue both parts, and ſomething of a 
pious diſpoſition likewiſe, How few ſuch of his age are co 
be found ? 

He met one day (ina Gentlewomans Chamber , who 
lives in the houſe) with a book that treated of the paſſion 
of Chrilt, and reading a little init, ſaid he liked the Book 
well , andthat he would read it over. Sohe began and 
read ſome feiv pages, then turned the leaf down, and the 
next day came again and began where he lefr, and ſofrom 
day to day, till he had read a confiderable parc of ir, 

He was a very dutiful Child co his Parents , and would 
exceedingly rejoyce, when he had done any thing, or carr1i- 
ed himſelf ſo, as to pleaſe them, 

He was taken with the Book called, The Prattice of Piety, 
and delighted tobe reading in ir, 

His Father ſpeaking to him one day about the Devil and 
Hell, and things of that nature, asked him if he were not 
afraidto be alone 2? He anſwered no : for God would de- 
fend him. His Father asked him , why he thought ſo ? Hz 
replyed, that he loved God, and that he hoped God loved 
him. Bur (ſaith his Father) you have been a ſinner, and 
God loves not finners. But I am ſorry for my ſins ( ſaich 
he) anddo repent, Repent (replyed his Father ) do you 
know what repentance means, and what belongs unto 1t : 

F2 An 


Prov, 22,15, 


And he gave him a good account of the apprehenſion-he 
bad of the nature of that Grace , according to what he had 
learn'd in his Catechiſm, bur yet in his own words and ex- 
preſſions. HE 

He wouldofc ask his Siſter (who was ſomewhat younger 
than himſelf ) whether ſhe trulted in God, and loved God 2 
and would tell her, that if ſhe ſoughr God, . God would be 
found of. her , but if ſhe farſook. God, God would cait 
her off forever. 

He cook that delight in. his book, that his Father and Mo- 
ther have ſeen cauſe ſometimes to hide away his book from 
bim. 

He was never obſerved to diſcover any pouting or. diſ- 
content, When upon any occaſion he was correRed. - And 
you muſt not think I am telling you the ſtory of one, in 
whom Adam (as they feiyn of Bonaventure ) never ſinned. 
There is that fooliſhneſs bound up in all childrens hearts , that 
will ſometimes need the rod of correftion ; though there be ve- 
ry.few in whom there appeared leſs than in him. 

The day before he died, he.defired me to pray for him : I 
cold him, if he would have me to pray for him, he muſt tell 
me, what I ſhould pray for ; and what he would have God 
to do for him !. He anſ\vered, To pardon my.ſins.. 

Ofc upon his ſick-bed he would be repeating co himſelf 
the 55 Chapter of Eſay, and other pieces of Scripture, 
which in the time of his health he hadlearn'd by heart. 

Bur that paſſage in the forementioned Chapter was moſt 
frequently in his mouth, and uttered: by. him with much 
affeQion : Ay thoug hts are not: your thoughts, neither are my 
74yes your wayes , ſaith the Lord: For as the heavens. are 
higher than the earth, ſo are my wayes higher than your wayes, 
and my thous hts than your thoughts : as1f God .( our of this 
ſweet Babes mouth) had, in theſe words, read to-his Parents 
a LeQure of filence and ſubmiſiion under his haxd , and 
caught them that he muſt be dealt with and difpoſed of, not 
as they, bur as his heavenly Father ( whoſe thovghrs were 
far different). ſhould:think. fitting, | 
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7) 
| One time he brake out into this expreſſion, My God, my . 
«- God, deliver me our of this miſery: and from the paing of 
5 hell for ever. | 

A little before his death hebrake out into.theſe_ words, 
My fins pardon, my ſoul ſave for Chriſt his ſake. 

I cannot blame thoſe.worthy perſons ſo neerly related to - 
him, though they mourn ar parting With ſuch a ſweer and. 
hopeful Child ; any more; than- I could. blame them for: 
feeling pain, if one of their limbs were torn from another. 
Only chey muſt not mourn co deſpondency ; and-I hope I 
gave them ſufficient reaſon why, before. - 

Wharan inſtrument of Gods glory might he have. pro. 
ved > What a deal of ſervice might he have done to God(in 
all likelihood ) had: he lived to old age 2 Bur ir was Gods. 
doing, 

I ſhall only make two or- three. Animadverfions upon 
the whole, and conclude all wich five words of application. 

How many are there that live to fifty orthreeſcore years, 
of. whoſe life ſo good an account cannot be given agsof this. 
little one, of five years of age and an half > 

How many Gentlemen be there,of whom when they die, 
all that can be ſaid is this , They were born, they did eac, 
and drink, and play, and hunt, and- hawk ,. and lived like 
ſo many wild eAſs-co/ts,never minding any thing that con<. Job 11.12. . 
cern'd Gods glory , or their own ſalvation , either when 
they were children ,. or after chey came to mans eſtate, ind 
ſo died, and dropt into hell? 

How many others be there, of whom when they die, all 
chat can be ſaid is this ; They.were born, they did cat and 
drink, and moil and labour for the bread that periſheth with 
all their might, bur neither knew, nor cared to know .what 

'they were born for, like bruit creatures, only minding pre-. 
ſent thinvs, and thus ſpent fiſty or chreeſcore years, and ſo 
died, and went down to hell ? - | 

How much more comfortably might a Minilter of the . ? 
Goſpel admit to. the Sacrament of the Lords Supper ſuch a * 
Child as this, notwithſtanding his years, than thoſe of ren, 

ce1Mes _, 


8) 
- rimes his age thatare children ( would to God they were 
__—_ like ſome children) in underRanding ? 
: I ſhall make Application of what hath been ſaid rouching 
him, in five words. 
1, Toallingeneral, to admire and adore Gods Grace, 
which doth ſhew it ſelf, and work thus in little ones. Do 
=== = Laudes not ſay, All this vas nothing but his education, Blefſed 
ſive tuwasin be God for hiseducation : and thoſe children have cauſe 
Chriſto, ſtve Ma® tg bleſs God , whoſe Parents have been careful ro bring 
inſt, {ds chem up in his fear, But ſure it was ſomething elſe, for we 
Valer, can,” ſee how Citferent Wayes thoſe take, that have one and the 
ſame education. If etucation would have done the thing 
(withour Gods bleſſing) doubtleſs E/;, and David, and ma- 
ny others of Gods Saints , had never had their hearts bro» 
ken by the ungractouſaeſs of their children, | 
2. ToParents, to encour-ge them to be dropping prin- 
ciples of Religion into their litcle ones, and to be doing ir 
betime; to ſeaſon the Veſlel fir, if poſhible, with the fear 
of God, We knoVv not how ſoon God may be pleaſed to 
work upon the hearts of our children, even the youngeſt 
of them. | 
3. To young ones, that they would learn to imitate and 
follow this example, that hath bzen ſer before them, Learn 
\ to know God, and remember your Creator betimes : Learn 
ro pay the duty and obſervance you owe unto your Parents. 
This 15 a thing well-pleafing unto God, 
. To old ones, that come ſhore of this ſiveer Child ; 
Bluſh and be aſhamed (man ! ) to be forty or fifty years of 
age(it may be more) and ycr out-ftripped by a Child of five 
years and an half, not to have attained ſo much knowledge 
of God, and the things that concern your ſouls, in all 
theſe years, as he had attained in ſo ſhort a ſpace, Learn 
to know God at laſt, ger acquaintance with the principles 
of Religion , while you have yet a day, while ye have yer 
05j:&, © hourlefe, before ye go hence, and be ſeen no more. You 
will fay , would you have us old folks, { at this age) go learn 
the Catechiſm like children ? - 


4 Wee ce” >. oem, - 


39 | 

If you do not know thoſe things already , why not? I Anſw. 
am ſure you were bztter do ſo, Than have Chriſt com: in, The, 1, & 
flaming fire to take vengeance on you becauſe you know not God, © 
It is betrer by far co ſer your ſelves to the learning of thee 
points in the Catechiſm, than ro goto hell for your igno- 
rance, | 

5. To thoſe worthy perſons,” the neer Relations of this 
ſweet Babe that is gone ; God hath bur-raken up this lir- 
tle Lamb to heaven, to make you, in your heatts and affe- 
Rions to follow afrer. There is a part of youin heaven al- 
ready : He muſt not come again to you, make ſure that you 
meet him there, And when you think. how dearly you 
miſs him , remember but who hath taken him. Submic 
to, and acqureſce in Gods Diſpenſation. Remember it is 
his hand, Some do think there is no ſuch Remedy for the 
Diſeaſe called the Xings-Ev1l , as a touch with the Kings 
Hand: but this I am ſure of, there is no ſuch way toabate 
the anguiſh of our ſouls under any ſmarting blow from Gods 
Hand, as the ſerious conſideration of Gods Hand , from 
whence the pain comes, Do not forget the Text, Be dsmb, 
9pen not your months: not one word ; It is Gods doing, 
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D. Jacobi Langham, Eq; Aur. fils:. 


Elix ingenio, & cuilzya in parte mamille, 

Nil cerdis, bone, necquicquam quererere magiſter, 
Mollis ad obſequium flei (ſine moribus hilum 
Non valet ingenium ) & cui diſplicuifle parenti 
Pxznagravis, {ine pxna alia. Non ille ſalubres 
(Quod pueri faciunt) monitus committere, yentis : 
Neon odifle libros imo his incumbere, totis 
Viriculis, ludoeſt : jamdudum clamirat (O he : 

Jam ſaris eſt fili ) genitor, requieſce parunper : 
1lle, operi intentus, divelli ſuſtiner #gr&, 

Tantus amor libri, rantique ſcientia rerum, 
Omnibus acceſſir pietas, quz maxima virrus : 
(Qua fine nil prodeſt habuiſſe, arque omnia nofſe } 
Non, pueri pro more, preces (ut inania yerba) 
Effudit fine mente, Obiter non Biblia legir, 

Hunc librum mane & ſerd verſare juyabar. 
Indeque decerpſir quz mente reponerert alta, 
Quzque animo ſecum pia nodte dieque revolyar, 

Szpe videns pater hzc, & vix ſua gaudia celans, 
Jam juyat O : vixiſſe, inquir, juyate efſe maritum, 
Te canta mihi prole : Tibi O ! ſunt Neſtoris anni, 
Spe eadem charz genetrici mens, & codem 
la Deum yoto pia corde & yoce fatigar, 

Szpe ſua venerandus Ayus, ſed ſxpe nepotis 
Cauſa gaviſus ; mea ſpes, mi Scipio, dixir,- 
Vive, meoſque oculos, & patris claude ſuperſtes, 
Szpe & Fortunas aliquis laudabat awicus 
Veſtras, & ſecum; fi rali ego prole bearus ! 

Hev ! quantum czcz mortalia pe&ora noQis, 
Quantum nos habent ! quories heu ! fallere noſkcum 
Nas ſolet augurium ! Non quz potiora miſelli 
Cenſemus, fic viſa Deo 2 retinere parentes 
In tetris ſaragunt : Hunc clo deſtinar, illuc 
Valr Deus ut properet, vocat ; & parere neceſſum eſt. 
hyp abiifle preces in ſumos > ergo dolori 
Indulgere > abſir; neque enim periifle purandum 
Morte caput charum hoc : i11i rantQm alia columbe 
Conceſſa ; & procul a terrenis fxcibus iſtis 
Fugir, ubi zrernqn requies, ubi vilia habencur 
Maxima quz cenſent mortales cunRa. : Quid ergo 
Oppugnant capitis tam chari nr” a 2 


In Memoriam Johannis Langham ſunms ſpes prersl;, 
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Et thoſe that bntve ax Elepb.t to make 
Of ſome poor ſilly worm, themſelves bet ake | 
To invoke therr Muſes, for t” inſpire thei! brains 4 
th ſome poetick , high-flown ranting ſtrains. : 
But, for my patt, as I bave zo ſuch tash, 
So from the Muſes 1 no belp ds ak, 

He is a Litt'e One of whom Itreat, 
But yet of worth ſufficiently great. 
Thoſe fittiens, with which ſome ds uſe t adorn 
Such as they praiſe, we from our bearts do ſcorits | 
Preciſe and meaſin*d truths here only be, | 
Strange, without help of all Ayperbole, 


That be, ſo young, ſhould be ſo ripe in paits, 
So dutiful, ſo $kill*d in th* innocent aits | 
Of pleaſinz*s Parents : ſo well pleaſed when he \ 
Had done, what by them he approv*d did ſee : 

So pliant to their counſels (things which moſt 

Throw at their bee!s and ſuffer to be loft) 

So docil, ſo delighted with his book, 
(on which as on their torment, others look } | 
So pious (that's th? chief) and fearing God, | 
And al this with fo little help of rod, 

Theſe things are ſtrange, and. ſome may think , ſcarce true, . | 
But allthis, by experience, many knev» : Boat 
And witneſſe will, that this is no device, | 
To make men take for go'd a Copper-piece. 

You hzs. Relations, to whoſe beart 5 ſo acer 
This Fewel lay, and lye*s be of good cheer ; 
He is not loſt, whom you ſo dearly miſs, 

He has b:4t found ſome ſhorter Cut to bliſs, 

So you have known a Seaman by a wind 
Serving bis turn, and blowing to his mind 

Soon brought, with joyful ſpeed unto his home 
In a ſew weeks, when many others come 
(Toſſed with adverſe tempeſis ) ſad, and late, 
Sore weather=beaten, moaning their bard {ate : 


To w.ſh thee here, would be thy injury, 
Ratber, let's wiſh our ſelves (dear ſoul!) with thee, T. B, 
ay —_—_—_—— © —_ — + — 


14 preproperim ſatum chari ſimi fibi adoleſcentuli Summaſpei floſeu!; Johannis 
Langham dibeftifimi ſui fratris D. Jacobi Langham Eq; Aur. filiol, 


("_ lachrymis puer (hzc tua Juſta) beate, 
Fonte hoc luſtrali, Sacra adcunda tua, } 
; Quam- 


Quays excelfis ſplendet tua gloria czlis- 

* Solem ſpe&Ramus cum madidis oculis. 

Vidimus hic yires, puerili in corpore, adultas ; 
Auguſta auguſtam mens tenuirque donum. 

T xdebar vitz, maturum cxtera c#lis 2 

Longa fuit virtus vita fir ergo brevis. 


* Emicat haud aliter fugitivo numine fulgur 


' Aer nec longa luce coruſcus erir. 
Sic ſubito placidi cecidere ex arbore frugus, 
Sic hyemem nyllam dulcia poma ferunt, 
Exiguus durat cum paryo lumine juncus, 
. Clarior at magnisquam cir flamma perir : 
Anguſtare, oculſque Tubis tranſmictere viſuns 
Ur ſtellas videant, Tu Galilze doces. 
Clarus ab exiguo penetrabar corpore Czlos 
Hic pucr, utque Tubo Corpore funus erat, » 
Quis vellet longz jam ducere radia vitz 
Cum brevis ad ſuperos poſit adire dolor, 
Ile hic qui tenut modulatus arundine Czlum eſt, 
Inter cxleſtes non Cherubinus eri ? 
Sic flevit meſtiſſimus patruns 
Gul. Langham M4. D, 


: M Y tears aye juſt , theſe diſtillations are 


Not iſſues of a Rheumatich Catarrhe + 
Nor cal! them womaiiſh, I hate to be 
Eſteemed as a Moutner but in Fee, 
Tow l fay the cauſe was ſmall, 1 yield he was; 
Yet a ſmall child, a gyant may ſurpaſs. 
Vertnue excelleth bulk , and goes beyond, 
Great 3s the loſs of a ſmall Diamond. 
As for his Soul, *twas of the biggeſt ſizes, 
Enrich't with all the chiefeft rarities, 
So bave I ſeen alittle caſe contain 
Al the whole lineaments of a goodly man. 
In ſmalleſt things Art is more rich and pures 
He was a pifture drawn in MenMure, 
This little Child bad as great faith as any, 
The ten Commandments written in a penny. 
His ſoul in thoſe ſtreight lodgings to 100 pent, 
Removed to a larger aparliment. 
His Meditations, and bis fervent prayers, 
were bigher, ſtranger than bis tender years, 
Through the inner Cypreſs Veil (we call it Love) 
Of*s innocent body, Heaven did more _ mes 

2 


Dry, in Na, 


we Ore choal?t with thicker clay, and muffled on, . 


As pris nei's are at execution; | 
we & ve full of darkneſs, horror, and d:ſþaiy, , 
4nd when we die, repleniſhed with fear, "2 


Death found him joyful, and hathleft bim ſo, 
whiP(t we like Mourners *bout the Firect do go. 
And ha'nt we cauſe > whil*ﬆ we delight to wear 
Hzs Memory | ke pendents in the ea! ? 
W.lliam Langham, 24. D. 

—_—— 
To the moſt Hon. Sir 7a. L. Knight, and his moſt ver:uous Lady, in me« - 

mory of their youpg_. Seient newly tranſplanted 70, L. 


Ay, is't n0t a.ſacred injury to rehearſe 
Paſt erieſs, and make you ſuffer o're again. in verſe 2 

But that the ſubtilty of love bath ſound out arts | 

(Rifling bis t#rn) to coffin bim in eyes and bearts, . 

u here lroes embalm*d an eaily piety, their view 

This Orient Pearl freſh made of that morning dew 

unde; whoſe name (thus val'd, leaſt that we fondly pry 

Too neer is Sorrows Lodging) there you may deſcry 

Ingenious Innocence an bol/owed wit 

A ſtranger to thoſe blacker Crimes that poyſon-it ; n A 

Grown. perſett Man by thriving Education £ 

Spares ſome Refinings of a ReſurrefFion, | ; 

Here m«thinks I ſce that pretty Bueſtionſt | 

Catechzze bs teachers uato his own acquit 

Of Truths, there ſatisfied, ( chiding that buſie ſet 

of reſileſs beads, thoſe Pick'ocks of Heavens Cabinet) 

A morning Pemitcat. ſee him beg pardon whoz. 

*Fw5 hard to ſay, which farft, the Penance, or the ſeaz 

Waters, which to each thirſty ſoul may given be 

Taught by a Prophecie, may welFty ſpent on thee, 

Taſting ſuch ſwects, we find mortality did much .. 

Thirſt after craſie mortals, deeming al! were ſuch, 

Men were in love with ſadneſs, States for ſorrows call, 

Sickneſs became the Natives Epidem'ca!, 

But ſlay ! Let now no German Confident from hence 

E!agonthe Glories of bis youthful Excellence 

*Boveth' Europian World, who did at twice ſey:n become 

A Pſalm fs Paraphraſt in his own Ido. 

But in theſe Her/cec'oaths this young Catech'ſt you ſee 

Bound up, a little volum of Divmity ; 

ku! why ſo faſt > Sweet St, was't to beep pace in Hymils 

%*. lowed Read, with t hoſe winged Churubims > . mp } 
Ang, 
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. [And you bis neer Relates who ſublimated are 


' Into an beight in Natures Crufible, ſo far, 

Cou!d you then well expe(t your next extraft ſhould be 
Clear*d and refin*d to leſs than immorta'ity > . 
whilſt Heaven's ſo friendly by this gainfu! wio.ence 
To Court you thither where be hath his Reſidence, 
Steals th* affe Fionate, raiſes the Souls to bear 
A part with whom your love was plac't, and to lodge there + 
Speed, is ſucceſsfu', quick.ns juys, and in athrong 
*T'is ſo, we think him beſt at eaſe that ſtays not long, 

Dry up thoſe chriftal ſtreams, *twas not too ſoon, 

He gains the prize that firſt bis coſe hath run, 

Lod. Downs, D. D. . 
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Ia Obitum Johannes Langham-genersſ# & optime. ſpeci puel'i, qu; nondum 
pueritiam excedens vitam banc mortalem cum immortalt commu 4- 
wt, Julii die 29. An.D.1657. wileawaggurlniins. 


Ol loca terrarum rediens Antarica verſus; 

Parribus zſtatem reddit Borealibus orbis ; 
Induit hzc agros maturis frugibus, arque 
Exuit, agricolis tandem ſua vota rependens, 
Falciferz manui flayas dum preber ariſtas. 
Interea cadit hxc matura, at ſpica tenella, 
Falce necis properz, potius generoſa=ye planta 
Decidir, Aurumno nondum nudance capillis 


* Arboreos ramos z inopino funere monſtrans 


Quancula fint hominum corpuſcula, nempe caducis 


* Velfoliis quod ſunt leviora ur juſta dolaris. 


Cauſa, ramen cum plena ſpeci, modus eſto querelis, 
Semen ut obte&um, caro fic tellure reſurger :. 
Ad decus eximium, & vires renovata perennes, * 
Oh ſua qui coties ventis commiſir & undis, 
Non fine ſucceſſu, de terra, ne anxius eſto, 
Quin fibi commiſſum prolem cum fznore reddet. - 
- Debuor uſuram pariter cum ſorte negabir, — 
Agricolis potivs nec reddent arya laborum 
FruRus, ſperato lucro mercator ab Indis - 
Nec fruiturus erit, quam non rediturus ab urna 
Filius hic lucis, qui ſpe requieſcir in illa, 
Nam prius anguſto ex mens corpore viya receſfit-- 
Ad patriam ſuperam, cumulatis dotibus auta , *' 


Mynere divino, fic decreſcente Johanne. 
Creſcerer. 
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Crefcerer ut Chriſtus ſan&o formarus, ia iſto, 
Ad culmen ſurgens, = non perfeQio major 
Sperari quear z 2 lachrymis hoc remperet omnes, 6 | 
* Queis aliter talem ſobolem periiſle doleret, h 
Franciſc, Markbam, 


En in their ſtrength being counted trees, the young 
Are plants, or buds, and bloſſoms, whea the ſtrong 
Are but as flowers, the aged being like ſheep 
In deaths-fold ready to be laid on (lcep, 
Children are lambs : if theſe be made aprey 
To death, and aipped fir$ , their noon of day 
Leirg by aight prevented, *tis not new, 
Nor (hould ſeem frange, being ſo often true 
In lambs and buds, that are the for wardeſt, 
Such plants baine firſt remov'd that promiſe beſt, 
Men, dealing thus with creatures them below 
If God above deal ſo with us, may know 
we clay before bim ſhould be dumb, this 70d 
Being deſerved too at th* hand of God. 
"Tis fitting ſinful creatures ſhou!d be meek | 
when ſmuten, then to turn the other cheek , FoB-ig 
And Adam's ſia it was tos ſpare notree 
His ſeed fence mortal are by juſt decree. by 
So that no tree, 187 plant, nor graft, nor oaks 
Can be ſecured from deaths fatal ſtroke. 
In Paradiſe no one untoucht might ſtand, 
None outed thence ſcapes deaths impartial hand. 
Yet death*s no death to him being in that trice 
Tran(planted to the heavenly Paradiſe, 
Being gathered from the weeds bere left on ground, 
For ever in lifes bundle to be bound, 
Tane from the flock in that pure Virgins train 
which are with tf lamb of God for to remain. 
Then connt not this for death, night call not this, 
But a daik cloud conveighing him to bliſs, 
Daik on Surviners fide, to him *twas bright, : 
7 bom it tranſlated io eternal light. 
All tears being wip*d then from his eyes that's goat, 
1ipe thoſe away, this doth occaſion. 
Then be recerved was, be was but lent, 
Not loſt, now gone, but #s before us ſent, 
Thither where*s had that one dates ful delight, 
1 bich is an endleſs Sabbath without night, . d 1 
Francis Markham, * 
fn 


upon the death of that precious Child Mr, John Langham, 


An Encomaſtique ; 
. the ſonof Sir James Langham Knight, 


Ad I the yeinto verſifie as ſome, 
. & My pen ſhouldwrite although my tongue was dumb. 
A Poexs pate I neyer had, nor ſhall, 
Ny fanfic ſeldome wrought thar way at all; 
Yet give me leaye to try, theugh Muſes nine 
Stand a far off, the Bayes ſhall ne*r be mine, 


-— -- 
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JOHN LANGHAM , a man, on high, 


Child. and yet a Man, no Paradox : 
There are ſew men can ſhew ſuch fruitful flocks 

Of ſacred wiſdeme, ſorrow, faith, love, zeal, 

# bich grew on thee, and thou didſt much reveal ; 

So wiſe, ſo young | May we not liken thee 

Ts Solomon ix's youth > to Timothy 

For Scripture kill ; and for hearts tenderneſs 

To ſweet Joſiah 3 thus did God thee bleſs , 

Thy faith entitled thee ble Abrahams ſon, 

For thou believing didſt as he bad done ;, 

This difference obſeruv'd, his faith was ſtrong 

when be was old : - but thine when thou wert young, 
So great tothy deat Lord was thy affeftion, 

The loving thou wett, and the beloved John | 
Yet more ) jor zeal, may we. not thee compare 

To Iftaels fue ? an example tate, 
' The moſt chotce virtues of theſe three and three, 
Did all concenter and concur in thee, 

On high thou art now gone, where thou haſt more 
Of Man and God, than we who ſtand on ſhore ; 
Thy parts are perfefÞ, and thy lovely grace 

Is ratified : for no droſs bath place 

In heaven : And zow could thy Parents deat, 

But think how bleſt thou art, ſurely no tear 

ould drop from their too mournful eyes, but they 
would, as they ſhould, rejoyce to ſee this day 

of thy ſouls triumph ore ſin, death, and hell ; 
who didft well living, and being dead art well, 
wat but a while, and thy moſt precious duſt 

Shall riſe again when God ſhall raiſe the Fuft ; 
when ſou! an4 "_ both compleat (hall be, 

Fully enjoying God t* eterniy, 
a 6 Samuel Ainfwerth, 
Miniſter of the Goſpel at Kelmerſh, 


